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 One of the most widespread and accepted sins in the church today is that of willfully forsaking the 
assembling of the saints. It is very evident that many do not consider willfully forsaking the 
assembling of the saints sinful. The prevailing attitude, so it seems, is that willfully forsaking the 
assembling of the saints will not cause a person to be eternally lost. While there are many contributing 
factors as to why this is the case the number one reason is a lack of preaching and teaching! 

We know from Acts 2:42; 20:7; I Cor.l 1:23-30; Eph. 5:19 and I Cor. 16:1-2, the early saints met on 
the Lord's day to partake of the Lord's Supper, sing praises unto God, prayed to our heavenly Father, 
heard His Word preached and gave as they had been prospered.   The Hebrew writer exhorted the 
brethren as follows: "Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; 
but exhorting one another: and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching. " (Heb. 10:25). 
Therefore, to willfully forsake the assembling of the saints is not a trivial matter. If you are still in 
doubt regarding the seriousness of this matter, read Hebrews 10:26-31. 

When children of God willfully forsake the assembling of the saints they are: 
>   Demonstrating a rebellious attitude toward God and His Word (Heb.lO:25-31)!  

        >   Turning up their nose at God's word (Gal.6:7-8)!  
        >   Refusing to assemble with Christ around the Lord's table (I Cor. 11:23-30)! 
        >   Deceiving themselves into thinking God's grace will cover their un-repented sins (Lk.l3:3;   

Rom. 6:1-2)!  
>   Are merely giving lip service while their heart is far from God (Matt. 15:8)!  

        >   Not giving as they have been prospered (I Cor. 16:1-2)! 
          >   Neglecting valuable lessons taught from God's word (Acts 2:42)! 
         >   Not "admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs" (Co.3:16)!  
        >   Not with the brethren as they assemble to pray unto God (Acts 2:42)!  
        >   Setting an example for their loved one and others to follow (Matt.5:13-16)!  
        >   Not receiving the strength derived from collectively assembling with the saints (I   

Cor. 14:23a, 26:b)!  
        >   Failing to stay prepared to meet Christ (Matt. 24:44)! 
        >   On the road to completely leaving the faith (Heb. 3:12-15;10:26-29)! 

One of brother Gus Nichol's great sermons was "How To Measure Your Soul." There were five 
points : 

1)  The height of its ambition. 
2)  The depth of its convictions. 
3) The dept of its love. 
4)  The breadth of its service. 
5)  The weight of its influence. 
Beloved, all five of these points have a direct bearing on assembling with saints on the Lord's day! 
There is no question that one who refuses to assembly with the saints "walketh disorderly" (2 

Thess.3:6) and unless they repent should be withdrawn from! Even if fellowship is not withdrawn 
from on earth, it has already taken place in heaven! How do we know that is the case? Because one 
must "walk in the light" in order for "the blood of Jesus Christ His Son" to cleanse us (I Jno. l :7). 

Those who refuse (observe, please refuse) to assemble with the saints are not walking in the light, 
and therefore, are not in fellowship with Christ! This is indeed a very serious matter! Therefore, 



without hesitation, and with great love in my heart, I call upon all brethren who have been willfully 
forsaking the assembling of the saints to repent and be restored! Beloved, your eternal soul's destiny 
depends on your response! 

- - - Ivie Powell 

 
 

 
         
 

  
 


