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 Someone has said that the hardest command to obey is that of repentance. Perhaps that is 
because repentance involves self-inspection, humility and a determination to do whatever is 
necessary. Repentance is a requirement in becoming a child of God (Acts 2:38). When children 
of God sin repentance must be forthcoming (Acts 8:18-23). Congregations of the Lord's church 
who have gone astray are called to repent or else (Rev.2-3). 

I'm certain all of us at one time or another have wondered what hinders a person’s 
repentance?  This particular question has many applications, for example: 

 >   What hinders a brother, who has printed an article with numerous false teachings of 
repenting? 

 >   What hinders an editor, who has slandered brethren, from repenting? 
   >  What hinders a wife, who continues to commit adultery, from  repenting? 
 >   What hinders those who spread gossip in a congregation of  repenting? 
 >   What hinders an eldership and preacher of  repenting  of  advocating false doctrine? 
 >   What hinders a Baptist preacher of repenting and being baptized for the remission of    

sins? 
>   What hinders once good friends of privately meeting and taking whatever steps are 

biblical to resolve their differences?  
>   What hinders a person from seeing the need for repentance? 

As one contemplates the above eight scenarios, the one over riding question is, "What is the 
hindering cause of repentance?" It could well be the case the person is not aware of  his sins? 
Matt.5:23-25 and Matt. 18:15-17 places the responsibility on both the offended and offender to 
quickly clear up the matter. Others are simply too stubborn to admit they have sinned. The sin 
of pride is probably the common denominator in the majority of these situations. The servant 
of old wrote, "Pride goeth before destruction, and an haughty spirit before a fall" (Prov.l6:18). 
Then again the person involved  may simply not believe the scriptures. It is not that they do not 
understand, but rather they do not believe the word of God. When one rejects the Bible they are 
in turn rejecting the Lord (Jno. 12:48). Many rationalize the situation and "talk themselves" out of 
repenting. Unlike David who acknowledge "my transgression; and my sin is ever before me" 
(Psa.51:3), some never see their own sins. With them it is always the other person who needs 
to repent. Then, there are those who surround themselves with friends who hinder their 
repentance, and cause them to continue in sin. Peter had surrounded himself with friends who 
caused him to sin. When Paul confronted Peter before all, he repented (Gal.2: ll-14). A true 
friend will not shun to tell the truth (Gal.4:16). 

Whatever the situation might be, God requires all who have sinned to repent or they will 
perish (Lk.l3:3). Brethren do not get a "free pass" when it comes to repentance because they 
are in what is perceived as positions of power. Some seem to think the passing of time and poor 
memories removes repentance. However, they overlook the fact, God has not forgotten! "For we 
must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that every one may receive the things done 
in his body, according to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad" (2 Cor.5:10). Of 
course, sin, is the underlying cause as to why people do not repent. A refusal to repent of one's 
sins will lead to self-deception (Heb.3:12-13); the hardening of the heart (Heb.3:15) and finally 
eternal damnation (Lk.l3:3)! Not only does the love (Jno.3:16), mercy (Eph.2:4), goodness 



(Rom.2:4) and grace of God (Eph.2:8-9) call all to repentance, but God's severity as well! The 
Hebrew writer informs us, "It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God" (Heb. 
10:31)! 

When one considers how horrible hell is: a lake of fire and brimstone (Rev.20:10) of outer 
darkness where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth (Mat.25:30), where ungodly people 
will be (Gal.5:19-21; Rev.21:8) and where one will be forever separated from God (Isa.59: 1-2; 
Lk. 16:26) surely that should motivate all to repent! 

 

 
 

 
         
 

  
 


