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 When the Lord gave the   Great Commission to "preach the gospel to every creature" (Mark 
16:15), the apostles and the early church took  seriously the charge._ One of  the amazing 
statements regarding the evangelistic fervor of the early church is found in Colossian 1:23, "If 
ye ,_ continue in the faith founded and settled, and not moved away from the hope of the gospel, 
which was preached to every creature which is under heaven; whereof I Paul am made a 
minister."    From the time of the Lord's commission to the writing of Colossians, the gospel 
had been "preached to every creature which is under heaven " in approximately twenty-seven years! 

It should be axiomatic (self-evident) that the church today, as then, has the same 
responsibility to see that every responsible soul in the entire world has the opportunity of 
hearing and obeying the truth! Brethren, we must once again capture the spirit of the apostle's 
and early Christian's love for lost souls! One example of their love for the lost is found in Acts 
5:42 "And daily in the temple, and in every house, they ceased not to teach and preach Jesus 
Christ." Analyze carefully that great passage and you will find the secret of reaching lost souls: 

•    How often were they striving to reach lost souls? DAILY!  
•    Where did they go? IN THE TEMPLE AND IN EVERY HOUSE!  
•   What did they teach and preach? JESUS CHRIST! 
Like the early Christians, we too, should set our sights daily on seeking lost souls with the glorious gospel of 

Jesus Christ! Through the years many congregations have secured the services of various “experts” in an attempt 
to find out why so few were involved in reaching lost souls. In so many instances, after the “expert” left and the 
zeal subsided, everything returned as before. Actually, the answer to the question, “Why aren’t we trying to reach 
lost souls?” is found in Matthew 6:21, “For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.” If one’s 
treasure consists of material substance, then that is where their heart lies. Worldly minded brethren are not 
interested in reaching lost souls! Their main objective is to accumulate treasures upon the 
earth! On the other hand, spiritual minded brethren strive to lay up treasures in heaven 
(Matt.6:20)! 

Fellow Christian, in the last 7 days, how many lost souls have you tried to reach with the 
gospel? In that same period of time, how often did you pray that lost souls, perhaps your 
loved ones, would learn and obey the truth? In the last 7 days, how much time did you spend in 
studying the word of God? These two areas, prayer and studying the word of God, are two 
vital links in reaching the lost! Luke informs us, "But we will give ourselves continually to 
prayer, and to the ministry of the word. . . And the word of God increased; and the number of 
disciples multiplied in Jerusalem greatly; and a great company of the priests were obedient in 
the faith "  (Acts 6:4,7). 

Brethren, the heartbeat of the Lord's church is, and always will be, evangelism! A fitting 
epitaph of the early church is found in Romans 10:18, "But I say, Have they not heard? Yes 
verily, their sound went into all the earth, and their words unto the ends of the world." 
Wouldn't it be wonderful, if that could be said of the Lord's church in Rowlett and throughout 
the world today! 

Another passage that answers the why we are not converting lost souls today is found in 
2 Timothy 3. Here Paul is discussing signs of the great apostasy which were already taking 
place. Among the many things cited are: "For men shall be lovers of pleasures more than lovers 
of God; Having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof. . . "(2 Tim.3:4-5).  



Once again, read Matt.6:21 and you will see where the treasure was of those whom Paul 
wrote in 2 Timothy 3. Beloved, the pleasures of this world will drive out the desire for prayer 
and the study of God's word!  On the other hand, prayer and the study of God's word will 
increase one's love for lost souls!  It is always the case, that when God's people fervently pray 
and diligently study God's word, they will do as Jesus said, "lift up your eyes, and look on  
the fields; for they are  white  already unto harvest" (Jno.4:35b)! 

My fellow Christian, I encourage you to "Set your affection on things above, not on things 
on the earth" (Col.3:l), and in so doing you will do your part in reaching lost souls with the 
soul-saving gospel of Jesus Christ! Yes, "Go Ye" means "Go Me!" 

 

 

 
         
 

  
 


