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 The apostle Paul, like Peter and the other apostles, believed that God's ekklesia, "the called out" was 
indeed "...a peculiar people: (I Pet.2:9). Unlike many today, Paul did not lead a campaign bashing, 
ridiculing and making fun of the Lord's church. Such conduct is truly despicable and blasphemous! The love Paul 
had for the Lord's church can be seen throughout his inspired writings. Notice, please, the book of 
Ephesians and what he had to say about the glorious body, the church. 

In Ephesians 1:22-23 note the relationship of Christ to the church. "And he hath put all things under his 
feet, and gave him to be the head over all things to the church. Which is his body, the fulness of him that filleth 
all in all." In Colossians 1:18, Paul states, "And he is the head of the body, the church... "  Therefore, Christ 
alone is the head of the church, and the church and the body of Christ are one and the same! 

In Ephesians 2:16 Paul informs us where the redeemed of God are located. "And that he might reconcile 
both unto God in one body by the cross, having slain the enmity thereby.” Remember, the church is the body, 
therefore, the reconciled are in the body, which is the church! It is the church that the Lord adds the saved to 
(Acts 2:47). Hence, if one is outside of the church he is outside of Christ! Neither Paul nor any other inspired 
writer believed and taught that there were "Christians" outside of the Lord's church!! 

Paul shows in Ephesians 3:4 the importance of reading the word of God. "Whereby, when ye read, ye 
may understand my knowledge in the mystery of Christ.” If one does not read the word of God, they will be 
completely ignorant and in the case of our study they will be ignorant of the relationship between Christ and the 
church. Observed Ephesians 3:21, "Unto him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus throughout all ages, 
world without end. Amen. "  Indeed the church is the glorious body of Christ! 

In Ephesians 4:4 Paul states, how many bodies (churches) there are. "There is one body..." That one body, 
the church is the same one that Christ announced He would build in Matthew 16:18, "And I say unto thee, 
That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church... "  Neither Paul nor any other inspired man 
taught that man can build his own church and God will accept them as His, or that all of the man-made 
institutions (denominations) make up the one church!! 

The love Christ has for the church is clearly set forth in Ephesians 5:25, "Husbands, love your wives, 
even as Christ also loved the church, and gave himself for it.”  The giving of Himself for the church is the same 
thing that Paul told the Ephesians as recorded by Luke, "...feed the church of God, which he hath purchased 
with his own blood" (Acts 20:28). Beloved, Christ did not die for any denomination nor did He purchase any 
denomination with His precious blood!! 

In Ephesians 6:11-18, Paul lets the church know that we are in a great war with Satan and his cohorts, and 
to be successful one must be armored. 

"Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil.  For we wrestle 
not against flesh and blood,   but against principalities,   against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of 
this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places. Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of God, 
that he may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand. Stand therefore, having your loins 
girt about with truth, and having on the breastplate of righteousness; And your feet shod with the preparation of 
the gospel of peace; Above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be able to quench all the fiery darts 
of the wicked. And take the helmet of salvation, and sword of the spirit, which is the word of God: Praying 
always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and watching thereunto with all perseverance and 
supplications for all saints. " 

Observe carefully Ephesians 6:26,   "Grace be with all them that love our Lord Jesus Christ in 
sincerity.    Amen."    True, genuine love for Christ and His church demands that we be, "...set for the defense of 
the gospel" (Phil. 1:17); that we "...earnestly contend for the faith which was once delivered unto the saints " (Jude 
3). 

Now, how important do you believe the church is according to the Scriptures? And of equal importance, 
how much do you love the church of Christ (Rom. 16:16)? 
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