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 Several years ago, brother Marvin Weir preached a series of lessons at Rowlett on church discipline. The 
material was later condensed and inserted in the front of the church directory. We have continued to use this 
outstanding material in subsequent directories. The purpose of having this material in the church directory 
is three-fold: 1) Informs those who desire to place membership of our stand. 2) Keeps before the church the 
Lord's teaching 3) Also serves to inform the world that the Lord's people at Rowlett are serious about keeping 
the church, the bride of Christ, pure. 

Since the early 70s the emphasis and direction of the church all across the nation has been growth at the 
expense of truth. As a result of this, topics such as the sin of instrumental music in worship, perverted 
versions of the Bible, the sin of denominationalism, immorality, why we cannot fellowship denominationalism 
and church discipline have been completely ignored. We, therefore, should not be shocked to see that a 
complete apostasy is now in full swing! 

Like most preachers, I have for years, received church bulletins from congregations throughout the country. 
Very few of these ever have articles discussing church discipline. Without question, this subject has become a 
forgotten and neglected biblical doctrine! 

One would have to be completely ignorant or dishonest to deny that the Scriptures teach preventive and 
corrective discipline! Scholars are unanimous in agreeing that discipline is a prominent teaching of the New 
Testament church. The late Thomas B. Warren said: 

"Churches which fail in this point will fail in their mission of saving souls by 'holding forth the word of 
life...' Failure to purge out sin leads to a toleration of sin. Toleration of sin leads to a love of sin. Love of sins 
leads to a practice of sin. This, Christ will not tolerate." 

Another prominent gospel preacher of the past, Guy N. Woods wrote: 
"Notwithstanding the laxity that presently obtains in local congregations, the exercise of the discipline of 

heretics and every other kind of sinful conduct is no obscure teaching but clearly and pointedly enjoined in the 
Scriptures..." 

Still another voice from the past, G.C. Brewer said:  
"The Lord desires that the church be a pure church - without spot, wrinkle, blemish, or any such thing...It 

is unthinkable that Christ will own his bride if she becomes unchaste, plays the harlot after the world, and has her 
affections taken away from Christ and set on things of the earth...If a congregation permits impure 
individuals to remain unchastened within its fellowship, it thereby becomes a partaker of their sin and will soon so 
far drift out of the favor of the Lord that the candlestick will be removed." ("Withdraw Yourselves" A Study of 
Church Discipline, James Meadows, pp.11-12). 

Brethren, please carefully and prayerfully consider the following questions: 
•  If a child of God is living in sin will they lose their soul? 
• Do members of the church have any responsibility in trying to "restore" erring brethren (Gal.6: 

l-2; Jas. 5:19-20)? 
• If Christians show no concern for a brother or sister in sin do they really love them and the church? 
• Will God hold us responsible for refusing to keep His commandments (Mat.7:21; Jas.2:10)? 
• What message is the church sending to the child of God in sin, the church and the world if it 

refuses to practice preventive and corrective discipline? 
• Is a congregation really "sound" and "spiritual" if it refuses to practice church discipline 

(Gal.6: l-2)? 
• Why are brethren so fearful to carry out what God has commanded regarding church discipline? 
• Why do so many brethren object so strenuously to practicing church discipline? 
• After studying Matt.l8:15-17; Rom.l6:17-18; I Cor.5; Gal.6: l-2; 2 Thess.3:6-14; Tit.l:9-13 

and Jas.5:19-20, what conclusion does the honest and sincere Bible student come to regarding 
church discipline? 

It is absolutely essential that one understands the purpose of withdrawing fellowship! 



1)   To bring the erring child of God face-to-face with the enormity of their sins; that they might 
repent and be restored (I Cor.5:4-5). 

2)  To keep before the world that the body of Christ is glorious (Eph.5:27), and does not endorse 
ungodly living (ICor.5:5-6). 

3)  A warning to all Christians that they cannot live a life of sin, and be in fellowship with God or the 
church (I Jno. 1:7-10; I Tim.5:20; 2 Thess.3:6). 

4)   To keep the church pure - "purge out therefore the old leaven" (I Cor.5:7). 
While it certainly is not pleasant to practice church discipline, it is necessary to please the Lord and to keep 

the saved, saved! If church discipline is practiced according to the Scriptures, it is the highest act of love shown to 
those in sin, and will work! 

There will always be opposition to carrying out church discipline from weak, ignorant, unconverted and 
worldly members, but if we love the Lord we will keep His commandments (Jno. 14:15)! 

- - -Ivie Powell 
 Rowlett, Texas 

 
 

 
         
 

  
 


