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    There are few, if any, shortcuts to success in life, whether it is sports, weight loss, 
training of children, business or marriage. It takes a strong resolve; an "I can succeed" and a 
willingness to "pay the price" for success! Of course, when it comes to the Lord's church, success 
cannot be determined by what corporate America or "higher education" prescribes! From a 
purely worldly philosophy, the Lord's church cannot be successful unless it appeals to the 
people and that entails giving them what they want. This "meeting the felt needs" of the people 
is a prescription for failure, as far as the Bible is concerned! A lesson that brethren have yet to 
accept! Of course, we are interested in growing both spiritually as well as numerically but not 
at the expense of truth! So, can there be growth without abandoning God's word? If so, what 
is the formula? On one occasion, Bud Wilkinson was asked, "What is the contribution of football 
to America's health?" His answer: "Absolutely none!" [He went on to say,] "Football is a game 
where twenty-two men are on a field badly in need of rest, and 70,000 in the stands badly in 
need of exercise!" Brethren, when it comes to the work in the Lord's church, 10% are in need 
of rest and 90% are in desperate need of repenting and once again, "abounding in the work of the 
Lord" (I Cor. 15:58)! 

Those of you who are members of the Lord's church in Rowlett have a lot invested in her. 
You have been a part of the good times as well as those that were not so good. As far as those 
who are new to the congregation, you share a common bond and interest with the "Old 
Timers" that being a genuine desire to see the Lord's church grow! For this to be 
accomplished, the Lord is looking for those who are willing to "Launch out into the deep, and let 
down your nets for a draught" (Lk.5:4)/ Beloved would YOU like to see: 

•    Our attendance average 100 every Lord's day? 
•    Lost souls regularly in the assembly? 
•    Erring brethren being restored? 
•    An increase in love flowing from heart-to-heart? 
•    The budget met and surpassed? 
•    More work being done here and else where? 
•    Lost souls being baptized? 

       •   The community well aware of the Lord's church? If that is your desire, then determine, with 
the Lord's help, during the month of February I WILL... 

•    Attend every Bible study and Worship! 
•    Study my Bible every day! 
•    Pray Every day! 
•    Not complain, condemn or criticize! 
•    Sing praises to God! 
•    Seek opportunities to invite people to services! 
•    Not neglect to give on the Lord's day! 
•    Seek out work that needs to be done for the Lord! 

      •    Encourage erring brethren to return to the Lord! My dear brethren, you need to be aware for 
many this will involve changing their way of life, which will be very challenging indeed! Why? 
Because this way of life requires dedication and sacrifice. Remember, old habits are hard to 
break and change involves struggle and a bull dog determination to succeed! However, we 
must never, never forget that God wants His children to succeed (Rev.2:10 22:14)! 

Once you begin to have the frame of mind, "I can do all things through Christ which 
strengtheneth me" (Phil4:13), and begin to push ahead you will find strength and great 
determination to press on! Success always does that! Before long you will be renewed and have 



a strong desire to never return to your old way of life. Why? Because you will have discovered 
the abundant life in Christ (Jno.10:10)! 

- - -Ivie Powell 
 Rowlett, Texas 

 
 

 
         
 

  
 


