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 In Acts 27, Luke records the voyage of Paul to Rome where he was to make his appeal to 
Caesar. The journey was not without grave danger, and Paul so warned, "Now when much 
time was spent, and when sailing was now dangerous, because the fast was not already past, 
Paul admonished them, And said unto them, Sirs, I perceive that this voyage will be with hurt 
and much damage, not only of the landing and ship, but also of our lives" (Ac.27:9-10). The 
centurion ignored Paul and believed rather the master and owner of the ship (Ac.27:11). That 
which follows is a detailed account of the treacherous journey. Luke informs us of the total 
despair of the crew, ". . .And when neither sun nor stars in many days appeared, and no small 
tempest lay on us, all hope that we should be saved was then taken away" (Ac.27:20). It is then 
that Paul reminds them of his warning (Ac.27:21) after which he says, "And now I exhort you 
to be of good cheer: for there shall be no loss of any man's life among you, but of the ship. For 
there stood by me this night the angel of God, whose I am, and whom I serve, Saying, Fear not, 
Paul; thou must be brought before Caesar: and, lo, God hath given thee all them that sail with 
thee. Wherefore, sirs, be of good cheer: for I believe God, that it shall be even as it was told 
me" (Ac.27'-22-25). 

Paul's statement, "I believe God" (Ac.27:25) sets forth an attitude that must characterize 
every faithful member of the Lord's church! Some years back, someone came up with the 
catchy saying, "God said it; I believe it; and that settles it." Without doubt, this saying is 
intended to honor God. However, a closer observation reveals to the contrary. Why? Because 
when God says something that settles it, whether you and I believe it, or not!!! 

The Psalmist declared, "For ever, O Lord, thy word is settled in heaven . . . Thy word is 
true from the beginning,' and every one of thy righteous judgments endureth forever" (Psa. 
110:89; 160). Furthermore, every word in Scripture is inspired of God, "All scripture is given by 
inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in 
righteousness: That the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good 
works" (2 Tim.3:16-17). Jesus declared, "the scripture cannot be broken" (Jno. 10:35). Yes, they 
can be broken in the sense of either ignoring them or disobeying them, but that does not 
change the word of God! Truth is still truth (Jno.8:32; 17:17)! Remember, it is God's word 
that will judge us in the last day (Jno. 12:48). 

Every responsible person forms a belief system. That is, they adjust their lives according 
to their beliefs. Now, that does not mean that which they believe is right or that they are living 
according to the word of God. What many fail to realize is that Christianity challenges any 
and all false systems. Although one may be sincere in their beliefs, if what they believe is not 
in harmony with God's word then God will not accept them! Friends, it is not God that must 
adjust to man, but man must adjust his life in accordance with the teaching of the Lord! God 
only accepts the system of Christianity, for it alone is "the faith which was once delivered 
unto the saints" (Jude 3). Furthermore, all accountable people in all places (Ac. 10:34-35) 
must obey the truth in order to have their souls purified (I Pet. 1:22)! Remember, Jesus said, 
"Not everyone that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven! But he 
that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven" (Mt. 7:21). 

My friend, do you believe God when he said: 
>    There are no latter day revelations (Gal. 1:8-9)?  
>    We must have divine authority for whatever we do in His name (Col.3:17)?  



>    He will send forth Christ as promised (Ac. 1:10-11)? 
>    One must believe in Christ (Jno.8:24), repent of sins (Lk.13:3),   confess Christ  (Mt.1 

:32) and be immersed "for the remission of sins" (Ac.2:38)?  
>    There is only one church and it is the church of Christ (Mt.16:18; Eph.6:4-6; Rom. 

16:16)?  
One cannot correctly hold to the view they believe God, yet, reject His word. To reject 

God's word is to reject God (Jno. 12:48)! The list of questions regarding (Do you believe God 
when he said...?) ultimately comes down to this one question, are you willing to do whatever 
God commands (Mt.7:21; Jas.1:22)? 
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