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 Several years ago, while drinking coffee in the local gathering spot in an East Texas town, I 
could not help but hear a conversation directly across the table by a Methodist preacher and a 
member of the First Baptist Church. The discussion centered around the inspiration of the 
Bible. It was very clear that the Methodist preacher did not believe that the Bible was inspired 
of God. After a few exchanges, the member of the Baptist Church turned and said to me, 
"Preacher, help me!" From that point I engaged the Methodist preacher in a discussion of 2 
Timothy 3:16-17 and other related passages. Finally, the preacher ceased the discussion. A 
few days later, I was once again at the   same   place   drinking   coffee. In walked the Methodist    
preacher with the Baptist preacher. Immediately, the Methodist preacher approached me and 
said they had a men's class which met on Tuesday evening and had various speakers on 
different topics, some of which were religious in nature.  After relating this information, he 
wanted to know if I would be interested in addressing the class. To which I immediately said, 
"Yes, if I can speak on why I believe the Bible is the inspired, inerrant, all authoritative word of 
God."  To my surprise, the Methodist preacher said that would be fine. He then added, "Would 
you tell us why the church of Christ does not use instrumental music in Worship?" Of course, I 
smiled and said yes. By the way, at this point the Baptist preacher had a big grin on his face, 
although he never said one word. 

The night finally arrived. I had asked one of the members to accompany me for obvious 
reasons. The lesson centered around "The Proper Attitude Toward The Scriptures," and the 
text was, 2 Tim.3:14-17. After presenting the truth on the inspiration of the Bible, I then 
related to the audience the preacher's request of telling why "The church of Christ does not 
use instrumental music in worship." Then I proceeded to briefly, pointedly, yet kindly, 
present the truth on the "kind" of music authorized of God for New Testament worship. In 
closing I told them if they would invite me back I would be glad to discuss this point fuller. 
Hardly any comments were made, other than thanking me for coming. Needless to say, it was 
no surprise, that they never ask me to return. Now why do you think that was the case? By 
the way, the Methodist preacher had a "last minute" call to go on a mission trip, and was 
unable to make the meeting. 

Are there any lessons to be learned from this? Yes, indeed there are. 
1) Golden opportunities to present the truth must not be neglected (Acts 17:l6-

34;Eph.5:l5-16) 
2) Like Paul and Barnabas, we must so speak the truth, that the audience will clearly 

see and understand the difference in the Lord's church and denominationalism. (Acts 14:1-2). 
3) We must never compromise the truth nor should we ever leave the impression that 

we are in fellowship with those outside of Christ or false teachers within the body of Christ 
(Eph.5:11; 2 John 9-11). 

4). To speak to audiences (non-Christians as well as members of the church) does not 
necessarily mean we are approving of any false doctrine or fellowshipping error! By one's 
manner of life and by "so speaking" needed truth, those in the audience will clearly 
understand that. 

5) One must carefully weigh whether they are being used as a "token conservative" to 
give the false impression that one approves of false teachers. For an example, if one were 
given the opportunity to speak at ACU or Harding's chapel service, and their hands were not 



tied, then they should seize the opportunity. On the other hand, if they were relegated to a 
small class room with few in attendance, then, that would be a different matter for them to 
consider. Remember, we are not to let our "good be evil spoken of (Rom. 14:16). 

6) When brethren "so speak" needed truth, in the spirit of love (Eph.4:l5) of course, 
those who are of the liberal persuasion and sympathizers thereof will not invite them back. 

In rebuttal to this, I have been personally told that "they" made it clear ahead of time that 
they would and did present truth, to which I certainly cannot and will not question their 
soundness and honesty! However, again, one must carefully weigh the "big picture" and 
whether their influence is being tainted. May the Lord give us strength, wisdom and courage 
to so speak needed truth everywhere in every place! 
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