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 "God sent His Son into the world, and that's what Christmas is all about" so stated one 
prominent denominational "pastor" in Springfield, MO. Really? As one diligently searches the pages 
of God's inspired Word he searches in vain to find the word "Christmas" or any date assigned to the 
birth of Christ! It is quite common to hear: "Let's put Christ back in Christmas". The truth is Christ has 
never been there! The Encyclopedia Britannica (Vol.5, p. 64) states, "Christmas was not among the 
earliest festivals of the Church, and before the 5th century there was no general consensus of opinion 
as to when it should come in the calendar, whether on January 6, March 25 or December 25." Since 
the Bible has absolutely nothing to say about December 25th as the birth date of Christ, to set it aside 
as a so-called "holy day" is to act without divine approval (Col. 3:17). Bear in mind that God "hath 
given unto us all things that pertain unto life and godliness. . . "(2 Pet. 1:3). If God had wanted us to 
know the exact date of Christ's birth He would have given us that information! Furthermore, the 
Bible specifically condemns setting aside special "holy" days. "Ye observe days and months and 
times and years. I am afraid of you, lest I have bestowed upon you labour in vain" (Gal 4: 10-11). 

After reading the above information, many will respond, "I still don't see anything wrong with 
celebrating the birth of Christ on December 25". Such a statement reveals a lack of study and 
respect for biblical authority (Col. 3:17). While we certainly believe in and rejoice that Christ was 
born of the virgin Mary (Matt. 1:20-23), greater emphasis is placed in Scripture on the death, burial 
and resurrection of Christ (I Cor. 15:14)! Also, bear in mind, all the world, for the most part, loves 
baby Jesus, but not the man Jesus, the Christ, who died for the sins of the world (Jno.3:16; Rom. 
5:8-9)! This same Jesus boldly declared, "I am the way, the truth, and the life; no man cometh unto 
the Father, but by me" (Jno.14:6)! 

So, what then is Christmas all about? To the religious world at large, Christmas is setting aside 
one day as a "holy day" to celebrate the birth of Christ. Big theatrical, dramatic productions are in 
vogue. Large crowds will plan on attending services "Christmas Sunday", but never darken the 
church house doors any other time of the year! To the business world Christmas is the premier 
holiday for commercialization at its best. To the ungodly, Christmas is a time of drinking alcoholic 
beverages and engaging in other works of the flesh" (Gal. 5:19-21). To children Christmas is 
"Santa Claus", gifts, two weeks out of school, a big gathering of relatives and friends. It is about 
going to grandmothers and granddaddy's house, trees, ornaments, decorations, singing Jingle 
Bells, Frosty the Snowman, cookies, cakes, pies, turkey with all the fixings. And, of course, gifts, 
gifts, and more gifts. 

However, Biblically speaking, Christmas is about going beyond the word of God (2 Jno.9-11)! It is 
about pleasing man; following the doctrines of men and not God (Col. 2:21-23)! It is about speaking 
where the Bible does not speak (I Pet. 4:11)! It is about adding and subtracting from the word of God 
(Rev. 22:18-19)! 

During this time of the year we are inundated with the atmosphere of the season, and yes, it is a 
joyful time. So, how, then, should the Christian celebrate Christmas? As a custom of the season, 
just like Labor Day, Memorial Day and July 4th, without any religious attachment! 

- - -Ivie Powell 
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