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 One of the major differences, if not the major difference, in the Lord's church in 2009 and fifty 
years ago is our outlook on those lost in sin. When you drive throughout an area and behold 
denominations, mosques and other structures erected by man what do you see? Do you view them 
as stated by our Lord, "Every plant which my heavenly Father hath not planted shall be rooted 
up" (Matt. 1-5:13)? It is now very common place for liberal congregations to advocate the false 
philosophy that all professed "Christians" are headed for the same destination (heaven), but merely 
traveling by different routes. Of course, all diligent students of the Bible know that the Lord's church is 
not a denomination nor do any or all of the denominations make up the church! Furthermore, there is 
one and only one church that Christ built (Matt. 16:18; Eph.4:5) wherein He adds the saved (Acts 
2:47). 

In Acts 17:17-18 we read of Paul's reaction to Athens being saturated in heathen worship, 
"Now while Paul waited for them at Athens, his spirit was stirred in him, when he saw the city 
wholly given to idolatry. Therefore disputed he in the synagogue with the Jews, and with the 
devout persons, and in the market daily with them that met him." The principle of Psalm 127:1 is 
certainly applicable to the study at hand, "Except the Lord build the house, they labour in vain that 
build it..." 

The word of God, "the seed" (Lk.8:11), will only produce Christians, if faithfully sown! When 
God's word is perverted, it always results in "another gospel" that if believed and obeyed will result in 
one being "accursed" of God (Gal. 1:6-9)! Remember, it is only through one's obedience to the truth 
that his soul is purified! "Seeing ye have purified your souls in obeying the truth. . ."(\ Pet. 1:22). All 
of the error in the world, no matter how sincerely believed, will not save one precious soul! Only 
truth will make one free (John 8:32)! Nor does the grace of God overlook or cover sins of ignorance 
(Acts 17:30-31). If God's grace will pardon the devout, sincere denominational person, as well as 
the heathen, then why did the Lord give the great commission (Matt.28:19-20; Mk. 16:15-16)? 

We are seeing before our very eyes a wholesale departure from the truth by those who 
supposedly were once faithful members of the church. Having abandoned the faith, they certainly 
cannot strengthen the faithful in the way of truth when they no longer walk in the truth (3 John 2) nor 
are they "fellowhelpers to the truth" (3 John 8)! These apostates have aligned themselves with 
teachers of error and have become ". . . enemies of the cross of Christ: Whose end is destruction 
whose God is their belly, and whose glory is in their shame, who mind earthly things" (Phil.3:18-
19). 

In 2 Cor.4:2 Paul wrote, "But have renounced the hidden things of dishonesty not walking in 
craftiness, nor handling the word of God deceitfully; but by manifestation of the truth commending 
ourselves to every man's conscience in the sight of God." Some observations of this passage are 
certainly in order, as we consider the present plight within the Lord's church: 

1. A great many elders and preachers have become "weary in well doing" (Gal.6:9) and no 
longer are willing to "earnestly contend for the faith" (Jude 9). 

2. Of this same number, are those who are embarrassed with the distinctive plea of the church of 
Christ. 

3. Through craftiness and deceit many have led a very sizeable number of the Lord's church into 
accepting denominationalism. In so doing they have handled "the word of God deceitfully!" In his 
commentary on 2 Corinthians, brother Burton Coffman makes the following timely and worthy 
comments: 

"No greater sin exists than that of perverting and polluting the word of God, whether by toning 
down its requirements, or adulterating it with purely secular teachings. Such a corruption of the 
word of God, according to Lenski, is "the most dastardly of all the dastardly deeds done in the 



world." (p.344-345). 
4. The results of hiding or veiling the truth is that of blinding people to the truth. Those who refuse 

to fulfill 2 Tim.4:1-2 will pay an awful price at the day of judgment! 
Brethren, if we truly love the souls of all men we will so preach and teach God's word (2 

Tim.4:1-2; Eph.4:15) that the world will clearly understand that they are lost and must obey the gospel 
of Christ to be saved! In so doing, we will also strengthen the Lord's church (Acts 20:32)! 
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