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 The essentiality of unity can be seen in government, school systems and the home. Why is 
it many fail to see that unity is just as essential in the Lord's church? As a matter of fact, it is 
impossible for one to properly study the scriptures and fail to see that God desires for His 
children to be one in Christ Jesus. Our precious Savior prayed, "Neither pray I for these alone, 
but for them also which shall believe on me through their word; That they all may be one, as thou, 
Father, are in me, and I in thee, that they also may be one in us: that the world may believe that 
thou hast sent me" (John 17:20-21). The devil is constantly working to divide God's people, and to 
foster the lie that unity of believers is impossible. He realizes that unity is indeed a deadly foe to 
infidelity! Many confuse union with unity. In an excellent article, brother Charles Pledge stated: 

"Unity is not merely union where people or groups come together, and still maintain their 
basic differences in doctrine. Unity is not simply a "togetherness" that people have formed with an 
agreement to continue to disagree. Unity is not a "big umbrella" that allows for fundamental 
differences and different directions by all who gather under it. Unity is not simply an agreement 
between people. Nations have made covenants with nations but a look at the resultant conditions 
produced in spite of the covenants indicates unity is not to be had merely by human agreement. 
Unity is not "looking the other way" or "toleration" between diverse groups. In an age of 
toleration there is really less toleration between religious groups than a decade ago . . . (The 
Gospel Standard, "What is Unity?", May 1, 1977). 

What is unity? According to Webster, unity is a state of oneness, harmony, accord, a state of 
being one. Someone may ask, "Is it possible for all of the religious world to be united?" The 
answer, of course, is yes if everyone is willing to follow the scriptures. However, such an 
approach is not feasible with many. Beloved, if unity is not possible through the word of God 
then Paul pleaded in vain when he wrote: "Now I beseech you brethren, by the name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, that ye all speak the same thing, and that there be no divisions among you; but that 
ye be perfectly joined together in the same mind and in the same judgment." That religious unity 
is possible and desirable can be easily seen by reading Ephesians 4:4-6, "Endeavouring to keep 
the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. There is one body, and one Spirit, even as ye are 
called in one hope of your calling; one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all, 
who is above all, and through all, and in you all." Since Christ prayed for unity, and Paul pleaded 
for unity, its attainment is possible and essential! How is unity obtained? Simply stated, unity is 
obtained and maintained by cleaving to the divine, inspired word of God! 

That which has not nor ever will produce unity is: 
• Human Creeds: Disciplines, Confessions of Faith, Hand Books, Manuals, Catechisms. 
• Denominational Names. 
•Denominational Churches. 
•Denominational Baptisms.         . 

However, that which has and will always produce religious unity is: 
• The Word of God (2 Tim.3:16-17; I Pet.4: ll). 
• Bible names (Acts 11:26; 20:28; Rom.l6:16, etc.). 
• The New Testament Church (Matt. 16:18; Eph.4:4; Acts 2:47). 
• New Testament Baptism (Mark 16:15-16; Acts 2:38; I Pet.3:21). 



Yes, religious unity is possible for those who believe God's word, and are willing to abide by 
the instructions given therein! Let us therefore earnestly pray, and diligently work for unity to the 
name, honor and glory of Almighty God! 
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