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 Brother Sapp did an admirable job in presenting truth and exposing the error of brother 
Evans. Brother Evans one and only attempt to justify his imaginary doctrine that those outside of 
Christ were not amenable to the law of Christ on MDR was in his first speech. I found it very 
amazing that brother Evans said one must be qualified to be obligated to obey the gospel. That 
may be brother Evans definition, but it certainly is NOT what the Bible teaches! Yes, we are free 
moral agents. However, man has the obligation and responsibility to obey the gospel. Of course, 
man can choose, as many do, not to obey the gospel. Nevertheless, man is obligated to God and if he 
desires salvation he must obey the gospel or be forever lost (Mk. 16:15-16; 2 Thess.1:7-9)! 
Furthermore, if men are not obligated to obey the gospel then why take the gospel to them? After all, if 
the gospel is taken to them and they reject it they are worse off than if the gospel had not been taken to 
them! It was very apparent, to many, that brother Evans was visibly shaken when he got up for his 
second speech, and was unable to answer brother Sapp's scriptural arguments. After stumbling for 
words, brother Evans looked at the chart and with a "wave of the hand" so to speak, dismissed 
everything brother Sapp had said calling them "old regurgitated doctrines that had been around for 100 
years." For the remainder of his time brother Evans began resorting to diatribes of insults and 
belittlement of brother Sapp. Of course, this was an attempt to work the audience and to get brother 
Sapp to answer in like manner. However, brother Sapp just kept on track by letting the Bible; not 
human emotions, answer the quibbles of brother Evans. Another defining moment was when brother 
Sapp said he was willing to take the insults and degrading of brother Evans, but truth still stands! From 
this point on, brother Evans did not make any more personal attacks against brother Sapp. One couple 
told brother Sapp they came to support brother Evans, but after the debate they were going home and 
restudy this subject. 

Yes, from the outstanding singing to brother Sapp's bold proclamation and defense of truth and 
exposure of error, Saturday, October 3 was a historic day for the church in Rowlett. 

 - - -Ivie Powell 
Rowlett, Texas 

 

 
 

 
         
 

  
 


