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What is the work of the church? In years gone by the average member could readily answer, the 
work of the Lord's church consist of: 

Evangelism.  The main responsibility of the Lord's church is to preach the gospel (Matt.28:19-20; 
Mark 16:15-16).  

Benevolence. A few examples of this is found in Acts 2:4-45;  Acts 11:27-30; Rom. 15:25-31. 
Edification.  (Acts   9:31;   Rom.l4:19;   I   Thess.5:ll).-Thus, preaching the gospel, benevolence 

and being about the Father's business always edifies the church.  Whenever brethren turn aside from the 
divine plan of God, and develop works ("ministries") under the umbrella of "good works," departures 
from the faith have already begun!   From reading bulletins from across the country, I stand absolutely 
amazed at the number of conservative congregations that have entered the field of "Community Service."   A 
sampling of what has now become wide spread among many congregations is:  

Seminar on Financial Peace University. 
 Hosting an annual veterans' banquet. 
 Seminar on Addictions.  
Tutoring students with school work. 
 A study of the U.S. Constitution. 
 Police and Fire Fighters Appreciation day. 
 Annual gathering of School Supplies. 
 Seminar on "The Silencing of God." 
 Annual Community Thanksgiving Dinner. 

Now, while all of these are certainly "good works," they have absolutely nothing to do with the 
work of the Lord's church! I have no objection to individuals hosting these events at a location other than 
where the saints meet.   However, to advertise them as a "work of the church" is a different matter 
altogether! Am I stating it is wrong to use the building other than for assembling to worship?   No! 
Perhaps, the question brethren need to be carefully considering is, "Will these and similar activities under 
discussing, cause the church to lose her distinctiveness in the minds of our brethren"?    For congregations 
of the Lord’s church to host seminars and activities under consideration sends the overwhelming message 
to the community that they are "works of the church!" Furthermore, history reveals whenever brethren 
turn the church aside from its divine mission and become involved in political, secular and social areas, 
biblical authority quietly fades from the mind set of brethren!    That which quickly emerges   in the 
minds of both the church and community is total acceptance of all religious groups! 

One of the main reasons, in my estimation, brethren have turned to seminars, honoring man etc., is 
wanting to get away from how the denominational world has looked upon the church of Christ. Many 
have become ashamed of the past and want the denominational world to know a "new day" has dawned 
with certain churches of Christ. This is preciously the main reason the church is not growing spiritually, as 
well as numerically! To be ashamed of the church is to be ashamed of Christ for He is the head of the church 
(Eph. 1:22-23), and one cannot attack the church without attacking its head (Acts 8:1; 9:4)! 

Whenever brethren consider identifying with a congregation today, if recreation and entertainment are 
not offered they will go elsewhere. Instead of first looking at how sound a congregation is, many want to 
see if their "felt needs" are met. This mind set of brethren had its beginning with the building of gymnasiums. 
An immediate outcry of opposition was heard throughout the brotherhood. Now, few voices of concern are 
heard. Why? For fear of being labeled "anti" or "the new antis" many have silenced their opposition. It is a 
statement of irrefutable fact, recreation and entertainment are works of the home, and not works of the 
church! 

Brethren, we need to return to preaching the Gospel which is God's power unto salvation (Rom.l:16)! 



The early church took seriously the great commission (Matt.28:19-20; Mk. 16:15-16), and preached the 
gospel to every creature under heaven (Col.2:13). Multitudes were converted through the only drawing 
agent God authorizes, the gospel (Mk.l6:15-16; 2 Thess.2:14)! Paul and other brethren did not use drama, 
recreation, entertainment, nor did they host a financial seminar, an annual veterans day, or lectured on how 
Rome had removed God from society, to convert lost souls! Rather, they went into the synagogues (Acts 
17:1-2) and from house-to-house (Acts 5:42) preaching and teaching the old Jerusalem gospel of Christ. 
Instead of trying to be politically correct and please men their objective was to please God (Gal. 1:10). 

Brethren, let the church be the church! Let the church do the work of the church! As for community 
services organizations - keep them out of the church! "To Christ and the church be loyal and true!" 

- - -Ivie Powell 
 Rowlett, Texas 

  
 

 
         
 

  
 


