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 In I Cor. 15:11, Paul wrote, "Therefore whether it were I or they, so we preach, and so ye believed." 
It is interesting to note the phrase, "so we preach, and so ye believed." Here is a great but simple truth 
regarding what people believed. For the most part, people are what they are because someone taught 
them. Now, that which they are taught may or may not be the truth. Bear in mind that the acceptance of 
false doctrine has the same results as the acceptance of truth, as far as having a "good conscience" is 
concerned. Take, for example, the following denominational doctrines: Salvation by faith only, once saved 
always saved, premillennialism, the rapture, Peter being the first Pope, the Catholic church being the 
original church, the church isn't important, that all denominations, (Baptist, Methodist, Catholic, 
Pentecostal, Presbyterian, Lutheran, etc.), all make up the one church, and that instrumental music in 
New Testament worship is not a sin which will result in one losing their soul. Those who subscribe to 
those false doctrines do so in a good, clear, sincere, conscience. However, the Biblical fact is all of the 
false doctrine in the world; no matter how sincerely believed and obeyed will not and cannot save one 
precious soul! Truth and truth alone will make one free (John 8:32)! Peter informs us, "Seeing ye have 
purified your souls in obeying the truth. . . "(I Pet. 1:22). 

How then, can we reach sincere, honest people? By preaching and teaching the SAME 
distinctive messages as did the early church! The inspired text states, "...it pleased God by the 
foolishness of preaching to save them that believe" (I Cor. 1:18. Peter states that God has, 
"...called you out of darkness into his marvelous light" (I Pet.2:9). How were they called? Answer: 
"Whereunto he called you by our gospel to the obtaining of the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ" 
(2 Thess.2:14). Therefore, unless the glorious light of the gospel of Christ (2 Cor. 4:4) is 
preached, people will remain in sin! 

Regarding Paul and Barnabas' preaching, Luke records, "And it came to pass in Iconium, 
that they went both together into the synagogue of the Jews, and so spake, that a great 
multitude both of the Jews and also of the Greeks believed" (Acts 14:1). Observe the text states 
that they "so spake" which resulted in "a great multitude" obeying the gospel. Because Paul and 
Barnabas "so spake" not only did "a great multitude" obey the gospel, "the unbelieving Jews 
stirred up the Gentiles, and made their minds evil affected against the brethren" (Acts 14:2). 
Thus, we see the contrast between those who "received with meekness the engrafted word, which 
is able to save your souls" (James 1:21), and those described by Paul, "And with all 
deceivableness of unrighteousness in them that perish; because they received not the love of the 
truth, that they might be saved.” (2Thess.2:10). 

Brethren, let us "so speak" the truth in love, of course, (Eph.4:15), that the world, as well as 
our brethren, will clearly understand: 

>   When the church was established. 
>   The organization of the New Testament church. 
>   The mission of the Lord's church. 
>   The worship of the New Testament church - 
>   (Including what is acceptable worship and what is not acceptable worship). 
>   Why the church exists - Its work. 
>   Why God does NOT accept denominations. 
>   How to enter into Christ and His church. 
>   Why Christians are to oppose every false way. 



>   The plea of the church of Christ. 
>   What's involved in living for Christ. 
We need to be reminded, very often, that a congregation is not only known for what it 

preaches, and practices, but also for that which it refuses to preach and practice!! Therefore, let 
us "so speak" ... "all of the counsel of God" (Acts 20:27) that the world will be able to clearly 
understand the distinctiveness of the Lord's church; the faithful strengthened, the wayward will 
repent and be restored and in all things God will be glorified! 
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