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 Human nature has not changed through the centuries. Problems that faced brethren in the early church face us 
today. As one turns to the pages of Holy Writ, among the many problems facing the church the following are 
noted: Lying (Acts 5:1-11), Division (1 Cor.l:10-17), False teachers (I John 4:1), Showing partiality (Gal. 2:11-
14), Adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lasciviousness, idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance, emulations, 
wrath, strife, seditions, heresies, envyings, murders, drunkenness, revellings (Gal.5:19-21), biting and devour 
(Gal.5:15), heretics (Titus 3:10, bitterness, wrath, anger, clamour, evil speaking (Eph.4:31), lack of love (I John 
3:14-18) and busybodies (I Pet.4:15). These identical sins affect the Lord's church today as they did then! 

As one looks at the Lord's church, he quickly sees Satan busily working to divide the Lord's people. There are 
numerous camps scattered throughout the brotherhood vying for power, pitting brother against brother, 
congregation against congregation. Because of infighting, we have seen the church weakened and hampered 
in its efforts to evangelize the world! The words of our Lord Jesus Christ, and His servant Paul need to be 
preached in every pulpit: 

"Every kingdom divided against itself is brought to desolation; and every city or house divided against 
itself shall not stand. . . But if ye bite and devour one another, take heed that ye be not consumed one 
of another" (Matt.l2:25; Gal.5:15). 

Nothing, and I mean absolutely nothing, is more important than the Lord's church! Its peace and unity cannot 
and must not be destroyed! To the Ephesians, Paul wrote, "I therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech 
you that ye walk worthy of the vocation wherewith ye are called, With all lowliness and meekness, with 
longsuffering, forbearing one another in love; Endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond 
of peace" (Eph.4:l -3). It takes hard work on the part of every member for unity to be maintained! God 
hates those who sow division (Prov.6:16-19). Satan realizes that if he can create envy, jealously, suspicion, 
hate and thirst for power within the heart, division will occur! It is of paramount importance that all 
Christians heed the words of the servant of old: "Keep thy heart with all diligence; for out of it are the issues of 
life" (Prov.4:23). 

In Matthew 7:12, Jesus sets forth how brethren should treat all men, especially the household of faith: 
"Therefore all things whatsoever ye would that men should do to you, do ye even so to them: for this is the law 
and the prophets." The practicing of the "Golden Rule" is greatly needed in the church as never before! When 
brethren treat one another with the "Iron Rule" instead of the "Golden Rule," bitterness, wrath, anger, clamour 
malice, and evil speaking will occur!! This is why the Holy Spirit guided Paul to write that things of this 
nature must ". . .be put away from you . . .And be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving one 
another, even as God for Christ's sake hath forgiven you"(Eph.4:31-32). Whenever the flesh rules the heart, 
and not the word of God, the old man of sin has been brought to life (Eph. 4:16-29), and grieves "the holy Spirit 
of God.  " (Eph.4:30). 

How can peace and unity exist among brethren? By taking the "Great Physicians" inspired prescription: 
"Put on therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, bowels of mercies, kindness, humbleness of 
mind, meekness, longsuffering; Forbearing one another, and forgiving one another, if any man have 
a quarrel against any: even as Christ forgave you, so also do ye. And above all these things put on 
charity, which is the bond of perfectness. And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to the which 
also ye are called in one body; and be ye thankful" (Col.3:12-15). 

Do not these inspired words echo the "Golden Rule?" The heart of Christ was that of a servant (Matt.20:28; 
Phil.2:7). If brethren would take on the attitude of being a servant, the majority of problems would quickly 
fade away! 

Jesus Christ is the pattern or blueprint for Christians to imitate (I Pet.2:21). The life of our Lord magnifies the 
"Golden Rule!" Brethren, every problem in the church (individually and collectively) would be solved if 
children of God acted like children of God! We are exhorted, ". . . but by love serve one another" (Gal.5:13). 
We must ever be mindful that the world is closely watching how Christians treat one another as well as those 
outside of Christ! After all, the only Bible some "read" is the lives of Christians (2 Cor.3:2). May we so 
conduct ourselves, that when differences occur, especially of great magnitude, the world will see that we love one 



another. "By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to another" (John 13:35)! 
Brethren, pause and give serious consideration to the following question. If you were not a Christian would you 

want to become one by the way brethren treat one another (Mat.5:13-16)? Our conduct is to bring glory, not 
shame to God! "Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father 
which is in heaven " (Matt.5:16). 

Yes, everything we do should be for the purpose of edifying the church, ". . . Let all things be done unto 
edifying" (I Cor. 14:26). When the "Golden Rule" rules in the hearts of Christians, Christ will be exalted; the 
church edified and the world will see that we love one another, not in word only, ". . .but in deed and in truth " (I 
John 3:18)! 

Does the "Golden Rule" rule in your heart? 
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