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In the 1960's many preachers turned to using emotionalism and not the gospel to stir an audience to 
get "responses." One death bed story after another was told, to work on the emotions of people. When the 
invitation song was sung the preacher often cited another heart stirring story to prick the hearts of the 
audience. In the succeeding years, many of the most sought after meeting preachers were lamenting the 
lack of "responses" to their messages. Finally the days of "big responses" faded. There are a number of 
reasons for this: 1) One can tell only so many stories until they begin to lose their effectiveness. 2) 
Whenever people run high on emotionalism there is always a big let down. 3) Brethren began to realize 
that more attention was given to highly sensational stories than to Bible preaching. 

No, I am not suggesting that we should not properly encourage folks to obey the gospel and for 
the unfaithful child of God to be restored. Neither am I stating it is wrong to use the proper kind of 
illustration to make a point. However, there is a world of difference in illustrating, exhorting and in telling 
emotionally charged stories like "Old Shep" or using "personal testimonies" to work an audience to tears! 

Those who preach need to be frequently reminded that the power is not in their abilities, academic 
achievements or brotherhood status, but only in the gospel which is God's power unto salvation (Rom. 1:16)! 
In our zeal to see lost souls render obedience to the gospel we must learn to "back off and let the inspired 
word of God do its working! The inspired writer of Romans and Hebrews gives great insight into the power 
of the gospel when he wrote: 

 
 "For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to every 
one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek" (Rom. 1:16). 

 "For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any two edged sword, piercing even to 
the dividing asunder of souls and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the 
thoughts and intents of the heart" (Heb.4:12). 

 After the gospel has been faithfully proclaimed (2 Tim. 4:1-2), it is up to the individual to either 
accept or reject the offer. The great danger of rejecting the gospel is the hardening of the heart and finally 
in believing a lie instead of believing and obeying the truth! 

 
 "And with all deceivableness of unrighteousness in them that perish; because they received not the 
truth, that they might be saved. And for this cause God shall send them strong delusion, that they 
should believe a lie: That they all might be damned who believed not the truth, but had pleasure in 
unrighteousness" (2 Thess.2:10-12). 
 

 The convicting and converting power of the gospel is seen in Paul's statement to the Thessalonians:  
 

 "For this cause also thank we God without ceasing, because, when ye received the word of God 
which ye heard of us, ye received it not as the word of men, but as it is in truth, the word of 
God, which effectually worketh also in you that believe " (I Thess.2:13). 

 
Turing to the book of Acts, we learn that which convicted and converted lost souls, namely the glorious 

gospel of Christ. 
 



 "But when they believed Philip preaching the things concerning the kingdom of God, and the name of 
Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both men and women" (Acts 8:12). 
 

The Lord did not say go into all the world and give your personal experiences, or to tell death bed 
stories, but to "preach the gospel" (Mark 16:15-16)! Schools of preaching and Bible Colleges need to 
stop trying to turn out "Great Orators," and concentrate more on turning out men who are preachers of 
the Old Jerusalem Gospel! We desperately need men like Jeremiah of old who declared: 

 
"O earth, earth, earth, hear the word of the Lord" (Jer.20:9). 
 

If we like Paul and Apollos plant and water the seed, God will give the increase (I Cor.3:6)!  After all, 
if the Gospel will not convict and convert lost souls nothing else will! 

 
 "I charge thee therefore before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall judge the quick and the 
dead at his appearing and his kingdom; Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, 
rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine" (2 Tim.4:l-2). 
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