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 I do not recall when or where I first heard "As goes the pulpit so goes the church," but it 
certainly states a great maximum! That there has been an abandonment of sound Bible preaching is 
easily verified. Bear in mind, it is not necessarily what is preached, but what is not preached that 
constitutes an unsound preacher! By this is meant, if one refuses to faithfully discharge "all the 
counsel of God" (Acts 20:27) he has kept back what is "profitable" (Acts 20:20) and is not "pure 
from the blood of all men" (Acts 20:26)! A study of what is never preached from many pulpits is 
very revealing! It has been years since some congregations heard lessons on: Hell, Marriage, 
Divorce and Remarriage, The Sin of Instrumental Music in Worship, Why the church of Christ is 
Not A Denomination, False Views of Fellowship, Perverted Translations, Falling From Grace, 
Church Discipline and the Sin of Willfully Forsaking the Assembly. Such lessons are considered 
out dated, and not complying with the "felt needs" of brethren. An even greater number believe 
such preaching is "too hard" and results in "closing doors" and "driving people away." 
However, history reveals more people were truly convicted and converted by such preaching than 
all of the soft, generic, apologetic preaching of many today! 

God's divine mandate for those who would preach is clearly and forcefully set forth in 2 
Timothy 4:1-2: "I charge thee therefore before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall 
judge the quick and the dead at his appearing and his kingdom; Preach the word; be instant in 
season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine." The number 
one reason why so many churches of Christ have abandoned "the faith which was once 
delivered unto the saints" (Jude 3) is directly attributed to the pulpit! There is not an exception to 
this rule! 

What has brought about such massive departures from the faith that we are witnessing? It is my 
estimation that church history will reveal the greater the emphasis toward social needs is the 
common denominator! Whenever elders and preachers have this mind set, the greater the 
abandonment of doctrinal preaching! Those who have and are following this path have become 
a glorified "social club!" Entertainment and recreation are the major emphasis. Bear in mind, this 
does not take place over night. Through a steady erosion of truth, we are where faithful brethren 
were over one hundred years ago! 

How can we turn brethren back to the "Old Paths?" As hard as it is for many to accept, the 
majority are not going to return to the Lord! This was certainly the case when 80% of the church 
departed from scriptural worship and God's arrangement of the church by bringing the organ into 
the worship and the introduction of the Missionary Society. The actual issue was and is an issue 
of Biblical authority! That which has created the "great gulf that has separated the faithful from 
unfaithful churches of Christ is faithfully discharging the "whole counsel of God" (Acts 20:20, 
26-27; 2 Tim.4: l-2)! 

When one studies the preaching of our Lord (the Master preacher) he sees that He was not 
one that apologized for what He taught. He did not speak in generalities which had no effect 
on the conscience of men. Rather, he spoke so as to convict men of their sins (Matt.23; Luke 
13:3). Faithful proclaimers of Truth must follow the brave and bold preaching of Christ and the 
apostles. Their desire must be that of pleasing God and not any man or group of men! "For do I 



now persuade men, or God? Or do I seek to please men? For if I yet pleased men, I should not 
be the servant of Christ (Gal. 1:10). 

Preaching that leaves non-Christians and unfaithful members of the church comfortable in 
their sins is NOT gospel preaching! Whenever a preacher painstakingly avoids exposing 
denominational errors and ungodly living as well as false teaching/teachers, he has abandoned the 
role of a gospel preacher! Brethren, what the world and the church needs is a revival of gospel 
preaching! Paul said, "it pleased God by the foolishness of preaching to save them that believe. . 
.yea, woe is unto me, if I preach not the gospel" (I Cor. 1:21; 9:16)! How goes the pulpit where you 
are? 
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