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 There are many differences in the culture of 1909 and today. One area that stands out is the 
deep religious conviction of brethren to stand for truth. Another area that stands in stark contrast to 
today is the sanctity of the home. Divorce was all most unheard of in the Lord's church. Even 
denominational people stood on the same ground as did the Lord's people in this particular area. 
While there were a few descending voices for the most part the far majority of brethren as well as 
the denominational world clearly understood Matthew 19:9. 

While the home has always been under attack, it was not until and after World War Two that 
divorce began taking gigantic strides throughout this country. Under the banner of so-called "free 
speech," Hugh M. Hefner introduced the world to Hedonism on a scale previously unknown. 
The "Playboy Philosophy" quickly brought about the "Sexual Revolution" of the 1960's. 
Divorce began to spread like a raging forest fire, even among religious people, and the Lord's 
church was no exception. In 1973 James S. Woodroof published The Divorce Dilemma. The 
major problem with brother Woodroofs book was that of allowing social conditions to 
dominate and alter God's divine law governing marriage, divorce and remarriage! 

It was during this same period of time (1970's) that James D. Bales and Jimmy Alien came 
out backing Woodroofs unscriptural positions. Error did not go unchallenged. Men such as Thomas 
B. Warren, Roy Deaver, Andrew Connally, Wayne Jackson and others successfully debated these 
men. Unfortunately, this false doctrine was/is the "loop hold," the "cure" for those who were in 
unscriptural divorces and marriages. 

Here we are in the year 2009 and unscriptural divorces have reached cataclysmic proportions 
both in the world and the Lord’s church. Whenever brethren find themselves in marriages not in 
accordance with Matthew 19:9, instead of coming out from the adulterous marriage, they find a 
congregation that will accept them with open arms. 

One of the greatest sins that has brought devastation to countless millions is unscriptural 
divorces and remarriages! Far too many pulpits and elders have become silent on this subject. 
What can be done to counteract this? Do what was done in years gone by when divorce was 
almost unheard of among the Lord's people: 
1. See that the truth is preached from the pulpit, as well as the classroom. 
2. Keep false teachers out of the pulpit and classroom. 
3. Administer discipline to those who will not repent of living in adultery. 
4. Do not accept into membership those living in adultery. 
5. Do not fellowship preachers and congregations that teach and support false doctrine. 

Brethren, God has NOT changed His mind about Matthew 19:9,  and neither must we! 
- - Ivie Powell 
 Rowlett, Texas 

 
 

 

 
         


