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 Why are so many of our young people abandoning the faith after they leave home? There is no 
one answer to this question. There are many contributing factors, of which three, in my estimation, 
top the list. The first is the lack of parental responsibility in fulfilling Eph.6:4, "And ye, fathers provoke 
not your children to wrath: but bring them up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord.” The likely 
hood of children departing from the faith greatly diminishes, when parents and children cooperate in 
putting the kingdom of Christ first (Matt.6:33). Notice, I said "greatly diminishes." Yes, there are 
those instances where children depart from the faith even though their parents have done their best 
to properly train them (Prov. 22:6). Bear in mind, training involves cooperation on the part of all 
parties (Col.3:18-21)! The second factor is a failure to restrain one's children. Eli, though a high 
priest of God, did not restrain or control his children (I Sam.2; 3:13). A study of I Samuel 2 and 3 
further shows God's denunciation of Eli and his house. This probably is one of the most neglected 
areas of parental responsibility! When children are allowed to parade around in immodest apparel, go 
to dances, mix bath, have evil associates, watch any television program or video they desire, have 
free access to computers, seldom, if ever, disciplined, seldom eat together as a family or have any 
regular family activities spiritual disaster is awaiting! 

The third factor that has lead to many young people departing from the faith is evil associates. 
"Be not deceived: evil communications corrupt good manners" (I Cor. 15:33). In Luke 15:11-32 the 
case of the prodigal son clearly demonstrates the love God has for the lost. There is without 
question, many great principles found in those verses regarding the rearing of children: 

1. Parents are not always at fault because their children depart from the faith. This by no 
means is an attempt to justify parents who were delinquent in their parental responsibilities. 

2. Even though parents may see that their children faithfully study the Bible and assemble with 
the saints, this does not mean they cannot fall from grace (Gal.5:4). 

3. Who knows what really lies in the heart of an individual save God and the individual (I 
Cor.2:11; Prov. 15:3; Psa.139). After all, one can "go through the motions" while their heart is set 
on doing wrong. An example of this is one who preaches the truth, but whose motivation is wrong 
(Phil. 1:15-16). 

4. In. Luke 8:4-15 there is the parable of the sower. Four soils are listed - way side, rocky, 
thorny and good ground. These four soils represent every responsible person. There is nothing 
wrong with the seed for it is the Word of God (Luke 8:11), God's power unto salvation (Rom.1:16). 
One can, in this case, parents, faithfully sow the seed, but it is up to the child as to which soil he 
possesses. 

5. One can so depart from the faith that they harden their heart (Heb.3:12-19) and have no 
desire to return to the Lord (Heb.6:4-6). 

6. While the seed of God's word (Luke 8:11) can be "chocked with cares and riches and 
pleasure of this life, and bring no fruit of perfection" (Luke 8:14), it can be revived and repentance and 
restoration occur (Luke 15:17-21; Gal.6:1-2; Jas.5:19-20)!  

Parents, please listen! You may have seen that your children are provided for physically, but if 
they lose their immortal souls you are a complete failure! To forcefully bring home this point, read 
Mark 8:36-37 and inject "our children" in the place of "a man." 

"For what shall it profit my children, if they 
 shall gain the whole world, and lose their 
 own soul? Or what shall my children give 
 in exchange for their soul?" 



If the future of the Lord's church depended on the faithfulness of your children, where will it be? 
Whether or not we have strong, faithful, elders, deacons, preachers and Bible class teachers depends 
to a great degree on how children are trained! 

The number one goal of any parent should be of so training their children that heaven will be their 
number one goal in life! 

- - -Ivie Powell 
 Rowlett, Texas 

 
 

 

 
         
 

  
 


