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 The other day I was perusing through some files dating back to the 1960's. As I read of various 
positions prominent brethren began advocating and where they are today, a pattern of those brethren 
began forming in my mind. While not all advocated the identical false positions, they did fall into a 
pattern. Through the years, I have been asked one particular question which I too have pondered. It is 
a puzzling question, a haunting question, a question that literally brings tears to one's eyes. The 
question being - What caused these brethren to abandoned the faith? Bear in mind, I am particularly 
having reference to men, many of whom at one time were stalwart proclaimers and defenders of 
truth. Why did they depart from the faith? 

In answer to that one particular question, many answers have been given. Some have made 
personal attacks and judged the motives of these men, which is sinful to do (Matt.7:1-2). While we 
may never know the true motives, God does! "Thou, Lord, which knowest the hearts of all men. . ." 
(Acts 1:24). . ."The eyes of the Lord are in every place, beholding (keeping watch upon ASV) the evil 
and the good" (Prov.15:3). The underlying cause of these brethren leaving the cause of Christ is 
clearly stated by John, "They went out from us, but they were not of us; for if they had been of us, they 
would no doubt have continued with us: but they went out, that they might be made manifest that they 
were not all of us" (I John 2:19). As one follows the course of these brethren they see an ever 
evolving, double minded man (James 1:8) that finally makes shipwreck of their faith (I Tim.1:19). 
No doubt, the majority of our readers, are familiar with profiling which is a graphic description of 
someone or something. As stated in the introduction, a pattern or profile began forming in mind as I 
followed the life path of prominent brethren who have left the faith. 

THE PROFILE 
1. They were all exceptional students. Men that were lauded as the up-coming scholars and 

defenders of the faith. 
2. They idolized certain professors, even naming their sons after them. They were encouraged to 

obtain their doctorates, with the warning of modernist professors who would try to undermine their 
faith. But if Doctor "so-and-so" could weather the attacks and come out unscathed, so can I, so they 
reasoned. 

3. As they sat at the feet of rank liberals, they were challenged intellectually as never before. 
Instead of heeding the warning signals of their belief system being undermined, they ignored them. 

4. Soon they left their core support of sound professors and gospel preachers. 
5. Before long, it was very apparent, they developed an air of arrogance and intellectual 

superiority. 
6. Having abandoned the core support of sound brethren, the void was soon replaced by those of 

"like mind." 
7. A Pentecostal view of the Holy Spirit's working is heard in their lessons and seen in their 
writings. 

8. The "New Hermeneutic" which completely rejects how to properly interpret the Bible, is 
embraced. No longer are they obligated (I Pet.3:15) to produce a direct command, an approved Bible 
example or necessary inference to support their false views. Having discarded the "old hermeneutic" 
they can "breathe a sign of relief," and feel no compunction of conscience when they belittle and 
attack the church of our Lord. 

9. Without question, they change their concept of God. Remember, how one views God will 
determine how they will live! 

Of these nine tenets, in my estimation, number four (leaving the core support of sound brethren) is 
the root cause of their departing from the faith. Having abandoned solid, sound brethren, men that 



helped "keep them in check," they no longer love the truth of their youth. Having deceived themselves 
(James 1:22), they eventually reach the point of no return. Paul cites those who reject God's truth in 2 
Thessalonians 2:10-12 and the end results of such rejection. 

Can these brethren and all who have followed their path return to the Lord? Yes, if they are 
willing to repent and confess their sins (Acts 8:22-23; James 5:19-20). Observe, please, one can 
reach the point where they do not want to repent. The Hebrew writer discusses this in Hebrews 6:4-6. 
Therefore, "having seared their conscience with a hot iron" (I Tim.4:2), they have lost their faith 
(Heb.12:1; 3:12-19). In so doing "they received not the love of the truth, that they might be saved" (2. 
Thess.2:10), and no longer "continued in the apostles' doctrine" (Acts 2:42)! 
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