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 I have had the privilege of preaching the Old Jerusalem Gospel for 44 years. It is still shocking 
to see the great wave of apostasy that is raging throughout the body of Christ. A denominational 
mindset has crept into the leadership of far too many elders and preachers. Growth at the expense of 
truth is the norm these days. Always remember this FACT: When a congregation is built out of 
"wood, hay and stubble," it will not stand the acid test of scripture! A practice that is becoming too 
commonplace among weak and liberal congregations is that of accepting people into membership on 
their denominational baptism. One man stated "My baptism is just as good as yours," when 
questioned about his baptism. Further discussion revealed he was baptized by a relative who was a 
member of a "non-denominational" church. When asked, "Why didn't you have a Christian baptize 
you?" he responded, "I did!" His answer revealed more than he realized! Later, after the local 
preacher who opposed accepting him on his denominational baptism moved, he was accepted with 
the emphasis of being baptized "for the remission of sins." Really? I cannot think of anything more 
tragic than making a lost soul feel he is a child of God when in reality he has never obeyed the gospel! 
True, genuine, love for the man's soul, as well as the congregation, would not have allowed that to 
happen! Always remember, a day of accounting will take place! 

Friends, the Lord's people can only accept those whom the Lord accepts! Man-made baptism is 
not New Testament baptism! God expects mankind to become members of the one body, the church, 
by the one and only process set forth in scripture. There are no short cuts to obedience. No picking 
and choosing which commands to obey. The absolute Biblical fact is, God does NOT recognize (that 
is accept) any denomination! 

As for denominational baptism, it is wrong because it is not based on the authority of Christ. 
Friends, our Lord never placed one precious soul into any denomination. Neither will He accept into 
the body one who has not rendered obedience to the gospel. lt is only through obedience to truth 
that one is saved. "Seeing ye have purified your souls in obeying the truth. . ."(I Pet. 1:22). All of the 
error in the world, no matter how sincerely believed and obeyed, will not and cannot save one 
precious soul! Regarding denominational baptism, Barry Anderson stated it well when he wrote: 

WHAT IS WRONG WITH DENOMINATIONAL BAPTSM? 
• It has the wrong AUTHOIRTY (Matt.28:19-20). Jesus never commanded a baptism that 

puts one into ANY denomination, since none of them existed when He gave the above 
commission. 

• It has the wrong SUBJECT. The right subject is the penitent believer - not the man who 
thinks he is already saved (Acts 2:38). 

• It has the wrong CONFESSION. Man must confess Christ (Acts 8:37) – not feelings 
experiences, or salvation. 

• It has the wrong PURPOSE. It is to make people members of some denomination. 
Denominational baptism is 'because of remission of sins', whereas scriptural baptism is 
'for the remission of sins' (Acts 2:38). 

• It has or requires all the wrong ALLEGIANCE. It binds men to wear the name of a 
particular denomination, rather than Christ's name alone. 

• It has the wrong ORDER.  Denominational order 
repentance.. .faith.. .salvation.. .then baptism. Scriptural order: 
faith...repentance...confession...baptism...then salvation. 

The process of conversion involves teaching and receiving the Lord's instructions (Mk 16:15-16). 
Since proper subjects for baptism must ". . .come unto the knowledge of the truth" (I Tim.2:4), infants 
are excluded from baptism. All converts in the early church were able to hear the word of God (Rom. 
10:17), believe in Christ (Jno.8:24), repent of sins (Ac.2:38) and be immersed 'for the remission of 



sins' (Acts 2:38). When one followed the divine instructions as set forth in scripture, the Lord added 
the saved ones to the church (Acts 2:47). 

For any congregation of the Lord's church to accept into its fellowship those on denominational 
baptism is to abandon truth! It sends a clear message that the leadership is not converted to Christ 
and His church. It is truly our great desire that all accountable people render obedience to the gospel, 
but we cannot and will not accept denominational baptism! 

- - -Ivie Powell 
 Rowlett, Texas 

 
 

 
         
 

  
 


