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 The purpose of the gospel effort this week is three-fold: 1) Give those outside of Christ the 
opportunity to hear and obey the gospel. 2) Restore wayward members of the Lord's body 
and 3) Strengthen the faithful. 

As one brother pointed out, "The church today is in the soul-winning business, and the only way 
it can do its business is for every member to be a soul-winner!" Another powerful statement 
emphasizing the duty of soul-wining is: "It is the whole duty of the whole church to take the whole 
gospel to the whole world!" Amen! Brethren, there are 18,200 households in Rowlett. Our 
meeting of April 19-22 is an opportunity to let the community know the church of our Lord is 
truly interested in their souls well being. Let's make the opportunity to approach our neighbors, 
good friends, and others with a warm invitation to attend the meeting. 

Make it a point to search out our visitors prior to and after the service, and give them a warm 
Rowlett welcome. Encourage them to return soon. 

Let's resolve to always put Christ first (Matt.6:33) and especially during these four days!  
Pray fervently every day for brother Braswell. Encourage him in his efforts to faithfully proclaim 

the unsearchable riches of Christ! 
The far majority of our readers have attended numerous gospel meetings through the years. If 

there was a key ingredient as to what makes a great gospel meeting, what would be your 
answer? Would it be the preaching? Perhaps the singing? Then again, would it be the hard 
work expended by the congregation? Actually, as you probably know, all of these and much more 
make for a Great gospel meeting. Without question, the real ingredient to a successful meeting 
is YOU! How YOU think! Whether or not YOU will determine to attend every service! 
How enthusiastic YOU engage in the song service! 

Beloved, this gospel meeting will mean much more to you if you think in terms of OUR and 
not THEIR meeting of April 19-22! The servant of old wrote, "For as he thinketh in his heart, so 
is he"(Prov.23:7) 

Several years ago, another brother wrote, "The day of great meetings is not over and never 
will be, unless the day of preparation is over!" Yes, we can make this a great meeting, but that 
really depends on you and me doesn't it? 

- - -Ivie Powell 
 Rowlett, Texas 

 
 

 
         
 

  
 


