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 The far majority of wayward brethren, that have not completely hardened their hearts, are 
always intending to "get back in church," as it is often phrased. As the old year winds down, and the 
approach of the New Year is at hand, the habitual phrase, "Now this year I really intend to get back to 
attending services beginning the first Sunday in the year," is once again stated. A look back in the 
lives of these brethren reveals this scenario has been their "New Years Resolution" for many years! 
Even though they know they need to faithfully attend services, they apparently do not consider this to 
be a matter of salvation. If they did they would immediately be restored and once again "walk in the 
light" (I John 1:7)! 

An investigation in the life of many Christians, with few if any, exceptions reveals brethren who 
are worldly minded! Their heart's desire and affections are things on this earth! Though they would 
vehemently object, the fact is, they have become covetous! The parable of the rich man in Luke 12:15-
21 is a spiritual portrait of many wayward children of God. 

"And he said unto them, Take heed, and beware of covetousness: for a man's life consisteth 
not in the abundance of the things which he possesseth. And he spake a parable unto them 
saying, The ground of a certain rich man brought forth plentifully: And he thought within 
himself, saying, What shall I do, because I have no room where to bestow my fruits? And he 
said, This will I do: I will pull down my barns, and build greater; and there will I bestow all my 
fruits and my goods. And I will say to my soul, Soul, thou hast much goods laid up for many 
years; take thine ease, eat, drink, and be merry. But God said unto him, thou fool, this night 
thy soul shall be required of thee: then whose shall those things be, which thou hast provided? 
So is he that layeth up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward God." 

Christians are admonished to "Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth" 
(Col.3:2). When a child of God lives habitually for self, and not for God, he has gone back and put on 
the old man with his deeds (Col.3:5-9)! 

Bear in mind, of course, living for Christ, setting one's affection on things above, involves more 
than faithfully assembling with the saints! One can faithfully assemble with the saints every time the 
church house doors are opened, and be a worldly, covetous minded person! Take a piece of paper and 
draw a line down the middle. On the left side write in bold print MATERIAL; on the opposite side 
write in bold print SPIRITUAL. As you contemplate your life since you "fell away" from the Lord, 
which dominates your life the material or the spiritual? 

Simply because wayward children of God recognize their condition and are sorrowful does not 
mean they have repented. Concerning this matter, Paul stated;  

"Now I rejoice, not that ye were made sorry, but that ye sorrowed to repentance: for ye were 
made sorry after a godly manner, that ye might receive damages by us in northing. For godly 
sorrow worketh repentance to salvation, not to be repented of: but the sorrow of the world 
worketh death" (2Cor.7:9-10). 
At the end of I Cor.7:35, Paul wrote, "that ye may attend upon the Lord without distraction." It is 

so easy to become distracted from seeking "first the kingdom of God" (Matt.6:33). Once  again, Paul   
reminded the Corinthians of the devices of Satan when he wrote: "Lest Satan should get an advantage 
of us: for we are not ignorant of his devices" (2 Cor.2:11). 

"In whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest the 
light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto 



them"(2 Cor.4:4). 
While Satan is powerful, he can be overcome (I Pet. 5:8-9)! John tells us, "Ye are of God, little 

children, and have overcome them: because greater is he that is in you, than he that is in the world" (l 
John 4:4). 

To those dear Christians who have gone back into the pig pen of sin (2 Pet.2:19-22), we plead with 
you, like the prodigal son, to come to yourself (Lk.15:17); immediately return to our heavenly Father 
confessing your sins (Lk. 12:18-20), and He will cleanse you of all your sins with the blood of Christ (I 
John 1:7-9). The reassuring words of the Hebrew writer should motivate every wayward child of God 
to return to the Father. "And their sins and iniquities will I remember no more" (Heb.12:17). 
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