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 Man by nature is a creature of worship. Immanuel Kant said, "Man is the creature of 
religious instincts and must worship something." It is just as natural for man to worship as it is for 
him to eat or breathe. In fact, it is impossible for man to live and not worship. Now, that which he 
worships may be an idol, and thus his worship would be in vain, but nevertheless, he will worship 
something or someone. So, one is able to quickly see that although untold numbers worship God, 
not all worship is acceptable to God! The Athenians worshiped in ignorance (Acts 17:23). The 
Jews worshiped unacceptably (Rom.10:1-4). Jesus said, of the people of His day, "Ye 
hypocrites, well did Isaiah prophesy of you, saying, This people draweth nigh unto me with their 
mouth, and honoureth me with their lips; but their heart is far from me. But in vain they do worship 
me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men" (Matt. 15:7-9). 

The English word "worship" is from an Anglo-Saxon word meaning "worth-ship." It conveys 
the idea of ascribing honor, respect, reverence, homage, respect devoted to God." The Greek 
word proskuneo is defined: "to make obeisance, do reverence to (from PROS, towards and 
KUNEO, to kiss), is the most frequent word rendered to worship. It is used in an act of homage or 
reverence." (W.E. Vine Word Study of the New Testament, p.235). Worship, therefore, 
involves something one does. It is an act of divine adoration. 

Acceptable worship is NOT based upon merely being honest, and sincere. Nor is acceptable 
worship based on human tradition, custom or one's likes and dislikes. Acceptable worship is 
based upon God's instructions as revealed in the New Testament! Jesus set forth what is 
involved in acceptable worship in John 4:24, "God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must 
worship him in spirit and in truth." To worship "in spirit" conveys the idea of one being honest and 
sincere. To worship "in truth" is to worship according to God's word since God's word is truth 
(John 17:17). Therefore, one's worship must not only be sincere, but according to God's divine 
instructions! Anything else is vain, void and useless! 

Christians gather to worship God on the Lord's day (Acts 20:7). There are ONLY five acts or 
avenues set forth in the new Testament which constitutes acceptable worship. When a 
congregation does more or less than these divinely prescribed avenues of worship they worship 
in vain! As V.E. Howard so well stated, "...the church of Christ is identified by her worship. To the 
extent worship is unscriptural the church is unscriptural. In its worship, as in other matters 
relating to salvation, the church must be governed by divine authority...:" (What Is The Church of 
Christ?, p.201). 

In Acts 2:42, we learn that the early disciples, "...continued stedfastly in the apostles' 
doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers." Thus teaching is a part of 
worship as well as service to God. The Lord's Supper is another part of the worship service.  The 
early Christians understood that the Lord's Supper is a part of the worship service.    
Furthermore, early Christians understood the Lord's Supper was to be observed upon the first 
day of every week in their regular worship (Acts 20:7). The elements of the Lord's Supper are  
unleavened  bread and the fruit of the vine (Matt. 26:26-29).  Singing is another part of worship 
(Eph.5:19; Col.3:16).  The use of instrumental music in worship among denominational people   
is almost universally accepted. So, when a  person visits a congregation of the church of Christ, 
the absence of a piano or organ is immediately detected, and they wonder why.   There are three 
basic reasons as to why we are NOT to use instrumental music in worship.  1) There is NOT one 
command for its use in the entire New Testament!  2) There is NOT one example in the entire 
New Testament of a congregation using instrumental music in worship! 3) There is NOT one 
inference in the entire New Testament giving authority for its use in worship!   Since, Christ did 



not command instrumental music in worship, no apostle sanctioned it, and no support can be 
found for its use, it is sinful to use it in worship! To do so would be to add to the word of God 
(Rev.22:18-19)! Beloved, the ONLY kind of music authorized of God in worship, and in which 
the New Testament church participated is vocal worship! When the church assembles, prayer is 
offered to God through Jesus Christ (Acts 2:42). The fifth act or avenue of worship is the giving of 
our means as we have been prospered every Lord's day (I Cor. 16:1-2). 

My friend, these five acts or avenues are the ONLY ones authorized of Almighty God! 
Anything else is vain, void and useless (Matt. 15:8-9)! Those who fervently desire to go to heaven 
will worship God as He as has set forth in the New Testament! 

- - -Ivie Powell 
 Rowlett, Texas 

 
 

 
         
 

  
 


