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 Let 2 Timothy 4:3 be permanently etched in your heart, "For the time will come I when they will 
not endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers having 
itching ears." We live in a consumer oriented society. From purchasing an automobile to groceries, 
everything centers around pleasing the customer. This philosophy of "pleasing the customer" has 
invaded the Lord's church. Several years ago, two congregations in Dallas (Skillman Ave. & Highland 
Oaks) wanted to plant a new congregation in Rowlett. They mailed out to the community a 
questionnaire inquiring what they (the community) wanted in a church. That these brethren were not 
interested in "the Old Paths" of truth is very evident! For one thing, a faithful congregation of the 
Lord's church was well established in the area. No one from the two congregations contacted the 
brethren at Liberty Grove Road about starting a new congregation in the area! As a matter of fact, 
those brethren acted as if the Lord's church did not exist in Rowlett! Now, if they were so interested in 
lost souls, why didn't they have brethren meet and identify with the existing congregation? The 
answer is very obvious; they had a "different agenda!" Unfortunately, for the Cause of Christ, a 
liberal congregation was established. 

Yes, you read correctly, a questionnaire inquiring what the community wanted in a church was 
mailed throughout the Rowlett area, You will quickly observe that this concept is against the very 
thrust of New Testament Christianity! The Lord did not say, "Go ye into all the world, and preach what 
the people want!" Rather, He said, "Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature" 
(Mark 16:15). Paul did not ask the idolatrous Athenians (Acts 17:16-34) what they wanted in a 
church. No doubt five of the seven Churches of Asia (Rev.2-3) wanted things that were sinful, but 
the Lord's message to them was "Repent or else. . ."(Rev.2:16)! This philosophy of accommodating 
the community's desires, as to what they want in a church, is not biblical and destroys New 
Testament Christianity! 

Consider the following questionnaire. Let me strongly emphasize this material is NOT the 
questionnaire sent to the community in Rowlett, but is presented to show the consequences of 
abandoning the Bible as our sole authority (Col.3:17)! 

WHAT DO YOU WANT IN A CHURCH? 
* Indicate what name you want to designate this church. 
* Should we incorporate instrumental music in our worship? 
* Indicate the structure you desire in our worship assemblies. 
* Should we observe the Lord's Supper daily, weekly, monthly, quarterly, or annually? 
* Should we practice "open membership?" In other words, should any and all be accepted into 
membership whether they are immersed, sprinkled or not at all? 
* Please list areas you believe should not be discussed from the pulpit. 
* Should this group be directed by a group of elders, a board, the preacher of a consensus of the 
entire group? 
* Regarding the make up of leaders, should women be included? 
* Should the church be involved in the political arena? 
* Should we accept practicing homosexuals into the community? 
* Should we be considered a denomination or nondenomination? 
* Would you be in favor of an indoor swimming pool, bowling alley, tennis court, cafe, basketball 
court, weight room and an out-door softball field? 



* Should the Bible determine or regulate us religiously or should we write a creed? 
* Should we try to convert Jews, Muslims and others to Christ and His church? 

My friends, this list could easily be extended, but the point is self evident to all who accept Christ 
and His word as their source of authority (Col.3:17; I Pet.4:11)! Whenever a congregation (in this 
case, two congregations) set aside God's word in favor of the opinion of the community, it is truly 
later than we think! Listen, please, to the inspired words of Paul, "For do I now persuade men, or 
God? Or do I seek to please men? For if I yet pleased men, I should not be the servant of Christ" (Gal. 
1:10). 

While many clamor for a church structured according to the community's desire, lovers of truth 
want the church as revealed in the pages of Holy Writ! Indeed, there is a vast difference in what the 
world wants and what Christ offers! So, should the Bible or the community be our authority? My 
friend, your answer will determine where you will spend eternity? 

- - -Ivie Powell - Rowlett, TX 
 

 

 
         
 

  
 


