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 That worldliness has invaded the church of our Lord cannot be successfully denied! 
Entertainment and recreation are the main agenda of so-called "youth ministers" as well as 
worldly minded adults! The craze and demand for worldly activities is easily verified by looking at 
various web sites. Brethren, please listen, once the flood gate of worldliness is opened, any and 
all innovations will quickly follow! It is not, nor has it ever been, the work of the church to provide 
recreation and entertainment! The home, not the church, has the responsibility of providing 
recreation and entertainment! 

The Bible plainly declares, "And be not conformed to this world; but be ye transformed by the 
renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable and perfect will of 
God" (Romans 12:2). Children of God are instructed "to keep himself unspotted from the world" 
(James 1:27). How does God view worldly Christians and churches? "Ye adulterers and 
adulteresses, know ye not that friendship with the world is enmity with God? Whosoever 
therefore will be a friend of the world is the enemy of God (James 4:4). The church at Laodicea 
is an inspired example of a worldly minded congregation (Rev. 3:14-22). In the discussion before 
us, what is true of an individual is also true regarding the church. That is, when the Lord's church 
becomes worldly in its outlook and practice, they are an enemy of God! It makes no difference 
how many "good works" a congregation may be involved in, worldly minded brethren are carnal 
and enemies of the cause of Christ! Bear in mind, God's grace does not excuse, overlook or 
cleanse un-repented of sins! The letter to the Seven churches of Asia as well as every warning in 
the New Testament is ample proof of this, to those who believe God! 

Whenever worldly minded men control the eldership, worldliness is inevitable! And when 
worldliness becomes a work of the church, biblical authority (Col.3:17) is soon set aside! It is no 
accident, but rather by design, that worldly churches of Christ begin to "restudy" the issues of 
instrumental music in worship, marriage, divorce and remarriage, drama, hand clapping, social 
drinking, immodest apparel, baptism, grace and fellowship. The striking contrast between the 
church of Christ and denominationalism is soon removed! If not for the sign out front, many would 
see very little difference between that group and a denomination! 

An example of how worldly minded many churches of Christ have become is the annual Super 
Bowl party. A "regular service" is often offered to those who might object. So that no one will be 
able to say the evening services were completely done away with, a "brief devotional" is offered 
for the Super Bowl attendees. Now, friends, if one can dismiss services or have a brief 
devotional for a Super Bowl then what about fishing, golf, hunting, etc.? One can easily see that 
the heart's desire for attendees is the Super Bowl! 

Isaiah's inspired words need echoing to worldly minded brethren, "Woe unto them that call 
evil good, and good evil; that put darkness for light, and light for darkness; that put bitter for 
sweet, and sweet for bitter" (Isaiah 5:20)! I submit to you that far too many do not know what 
constitutes the work of the church and unfortunately many simple do not care! Like Ephraim, they 
are wedded to their idol, in this case recreation and entertainment! 

The following excerpts are from a manuscript by the late Rex A Turner, Sr. addressing the 
subject A Time For Nonconformity In a Day Of Worldliness: 

". . .Only those who do the will of the Father - the nonconformists - will be able to stand in that 
day when this old world is on fire. What a horrible thought hell is! Yet, in this alluring, comfortable 
and affluent society; we have no burning desire to go to heaven. We like things just as they are 
now here on earth. . The world is strongly influencing the church downward, but the church has 
little strength to influence the world upward. The world is in the church in a strong way, but the 
church is in the world in only a feeble way. Many in the church would have the church to relate to 
the world rather than to have the world relate to our Lord. . .Pope's words have been, for the most 



part, the course of Christians for the past two decades. Christians endured, then pitied, and now 
they have embraced the evil and worldly propensities of our present time. . .Conformity will 
destroy the power of any church. It will destroy the power of any individual Christian. It will cause 
men to be lost in hell. How important then is a consideration of those things that will develop the 
spirit of nonconformity within the hearts of the saints! Teach nonconformity. . .Study the lives of 
the worlds great nonconformist. . .Noah, Daniel, Paul. . .Practice nonconformity. . .Know the 
Bible. . .Have faith in the Bible. . .Desire to serve God. . .Make prior decisions." 

The "How" worldliness has invaded the Lord's church is seen in three words from the above 
article: endured, pitied and embraced! May we ever be vigilant lest we become ". . .lovers of 
pleasures more than lovers of God; Having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof. . 
." (2 Tim. 3:4-5)! 
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