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 The amazing landing of US Airways Flight 1549 in the Hudson River off Manhattan on 
Thursday, January 15 floods the airway and headlines. The pilot, Captain Chesley B. "Sully" 
Sullenberger III, guided the jetliner to a safe landing. The temperature that day was 20 degrees 
and the water temperature was 36 degrees. When one takes into consideration all of the 
variables, it was truly amazing that all 155 people on board survived. 

Governor David Paterson said, "We had a miracle on 34th Street. I believe now we have had a 
miracle on the Hudson." Coverages of the phenomenal skills of Captain "Sully", and the survival 
of all 155 aboard was referred to as "A miracle on the Hudson" by The Dallas Morning News. 

Was a catastrophe averted by the amazing landing of flight 1549 in the icy Hudson River on 
Thursday, January 15th? Yes! Did the events leading up to, during and after the survival of all 
155 people on board flight 155 constitute a miracle? No! 

It continues to amaze me for people (often including members of the church) to use the word 
"miracle" for any and everything. For example, a new drug is often called a "miracle drug." Often 
we hear statements such as, "It was a "miracle1 they won the game or " It was a miracle they 
escaped," etc. Listen, simply because things happen which cannot be explained is no sign that a 
miracle has taken place! What constitutes a miracle? A miracle is something that the law of 
nature could not do in its ordinary course. The beginning, the birth of Christ and His resurrection 
were miracles. The nine miraculous gifts listed in I Corinthians 12 constitute what is entailed in the 
working of miracles. As a matter of fact, the only true and reliable source regarding miracles is the 
inspired word of God! 

The wrong use of the word "miracle" is indicative of people's ignorance of the Bible. The word 
"miracle" is but one word that man has redefined to suit his explanation and defense of various 
false doctrines. A few examples of redefining inspired words to support false doctrines are: One 
body now means the combined denominational world, baptism is immersion or sprinkling, sing 
includes instrumental music, etc. 

The redefining of God's word constitutes a complete rejection of the inspired word of God! 
Bear in mind, the Bible came into existence by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit. Peter informs us 
of this matter in 2 Peter 1:20-21, "Knowing this first, that no prophecy of the scripture is of any 
private interpretation. For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy men of 
God spake as they were moved by the Holy Spirit." Jesus said the writers of the Bible were 
going to be guided into all truth by the Holy Spirit, "Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, 
he will guide you into all truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that 
shall he speak: and he will shew you things to come" (John 16:13). In 2 Timothy 3:16-17 Paul 
wrote, "All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for 
correction, for instruction in righteousness: That the man of God may be perfect, throughly 
furnished unto all good works." 

With this in mind, observe the purpose of miracles. Miracles were a sign or seal of God's 
representatives. Christ worked miracles to confirm His Divinity (John 20:30-31). The working of 
miracles proved the apostles were approved of God and to confirm the word (Mark 16:20). The 
purpose of miracles no longer exists, since we have the inspired Word of God (John 20:30-31; 
Rom. 10:17)! By noting the five classifications or types of miracles recorded in the Bible, one can 
see the proof that miracles no longer exist! 

1. Power over nature - Stilling a storm (Matt.8:23-27). 
2. Power over disease - Healing the nobleman's son (John 4:46-54). 
3. Power over demons - The man with the unclean spirit (Mark 1:23-28). 



4. Power over material things - Feeding of the 5,000 (Matt. 14:15-21). 
5. Power of death - Raising of Lazarus (John 11). 
 Yes, miracles really did take place as recorded in the Bible. However, the fact that no one can 

duplicate miraculous gifts of the apostles today is poof that they no longer exist! Since, the Word 
of God is perfect (James 1:25), and has been completely revealed (Jude 3), miracles no longer 
exist. The Word of God has been confirmed (Mark 16:20), and is the only instrument God uses 
to convict and convert lost souls (Mark 16:15-16; John 20:30-31; 2 Tim.4:1-2)! As for US Airways 
Flight 1549, no miracle occurred! 
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