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 It is hard to believe that we are nine years into the 21st century. Like every passing 
year, it takes some time getting use to writing the new year. In this case 2009. We are 
always impressed with the speed of the passing year. As the years unfold, every 
generation ask, "Where did the time go?" Time is indeed a precious commodity, and needs 
to be used wisely. The psalmist wrote of the brevity of life when he penned the following 
words: 

"For all our days are passed away in thy wrath: we spend our years as a tale that is told.  
The days of our years are threescore years and ten; and if by reason of strength they be 
fourscore years, yet is there strength labour and sorrow: for it is soon cut off, and we fly 
away. Who knoweth the power of thine anger? Even according to thy fear so is thy wrath. 
So teach us to number our days, that we may apply our heart unto wisdom" (Psalm 90:1-
2) 

We often speak of missed opportunities. How would you describe opportunity? The 
ancient Greeks pictured opportunity as a woman with her hair dangling down in front, and 
her head shaved in back. As she walks she does so quietly. If one does not catch hold of 
her hair as she approaches there is nothing to grasp to pull her back!" That indeed is a vivid 
picture of missed opportunities. 

To the Ephesians, Paul wrote, "Redeeming the time, because the days are evil" 
(Eph.5:16). It is interesting to note the footnote in the ASV 1901 translation of this verse: 
"buying up the opportunity." In Colossians 4:5 we are instructed to: "Walk in wisdom 
toward them that are without, redeeming the time." Again, the same footnote reads 
"buying up the opportunity." 

While this word opportunity is fresh in our thoughts, consider, please, the following 
acrostic lesson from the word opportunity. 

 O…Overcome evil with good (Rom. 12:21). 
 P…Preserve your family (Eph.6:1-4). 
 P…Prepare to meet God (Amos 4:1-2). 
 O…Obey laws of the land (Rom. 13:1-2). 
 R... Repent of your sins (Acts 17:30). 
 T…Take account of your life (2 Cor. 13:5). 
 U…Undo wrong towards others (Matt.5:23). 
 N…Name the name of Christ as Savior (Acts 22:16). 
 I…..Increase in knowledge (2 Tim.2:15). 
 T…Tell others about Christ (Mark 16:15-16). 
 Y…Yield to God (Rom.6:16). 

We are now, by the grace of God, in the 4th day of 2009. Has there been any needed 
changes in your life? Perhaps, you are thinking, "There is always tomorrow to make any 
needed changes." My friend, one day there will be no tomorrow and then what? You 
only have today, and perhaps not much of that to prepare to meet God! When should 



one be baptized "for the remission of sins" (Acts 2:38)? When should brethren work out 
their difference? When should an unfaithful member of the body of Christ be restored? 
When should brethren start being involved, working in the vineyard of the Lord? The 
answer to those questions is found in the latter part of 2 Cor. 6:2. 

"...behold, now is the accepted time; 
behold, now is the day of salvation." 

 Always remember, my friend, the devil wants you to give him now, and the Lord 
tomorrow!  By following this process, one dies unprepared to meet God! 

Why not let today be the first day of real determination to become a Christian? Let 
today be the day you say "Yes, I will do whatever is necessary according to the Bible, to 
please God! Beloved, take advantage of today's opportunity of doing what is right! After 
all, another opportunity may never come! 
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