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It is truly amazing the number of brethren who have the idea that the Lord's church 
can fellowship the denominational world. As long as something is designated a "good 
work" they are more than willing to financial support the effort/or efforts. The basic 
problem is traced to at least four areas: 

1. A lack of properly studying and accepting the Scriptures. 
2. A failure to accept the difference in the Lord's church and man-made churches. 
3. Not understanding what constitutes the work of the Lord's church. 
4. An outright rebellious attitude - "I don't care!" 

Of course, all of this stems from the first area cited: A lack of properly studying 
and accepting the Scriptures! 

Beloved, why do denominational bodies exist? A casual study of the Scriptures 
proves the church established by Christ was NOT a denomination! Denominational 
bodies came about because men were not willing to abide in the teaching of the Lord. A 
hard pill for many to accept, including weak and unconverted brethren, is that 
denominational bodies exist because of four basic areas: 

1. Pride 3. Prejudice 
       2. Ignorance   4. False doctrine 
Furthermore, that which has fanned the flame of these four areas is an abandonment 

of the strong, loving, unapologetic preaching of the apostles (2 Tim.4:1-5)! As for 
denominational bodies, their end as well as all false systems of religions is clearly 
stated by our Lord, "Every plant, which my heavenly Father hath not planted, shall be 
rooted up. Let them alone: they be blind leaders of the blind. And if the blind lead the 
blind, both shall fall into the ditch"(Mat.15:13-14)! 

Again, our Lord said, "Beware of false prophets, which come to you in sheep's clothing, 
but inwardly they are ravening wolves. Ye shall know them by their fruits. . ."(Matt.7:15-
16). One simply cannot get around the Biblical fact of the fruits of denominationalism! 

*Denominationalism violates the prayer of Jesus for unity (John 17:20-21)! 
*Denominationalism creates infidelity. Instead of building faith, denominationalism 

destroys faith! Untold numbers have turned in disgust over the divided state of the 
religious world. Atheists have long recognized the inconsistency of denominationalism, 
and have asked, "If all of you claim to follow the Bible and the one God of heaven, why 
are you all divided religiously?" 

*Denominationalism exalts human opinion over truth! It binds where God has not 
bound, and looses where God has not loosed. Instead of accepting the Scriptures as the 
only infallible guide (2 Tim.3:16-17; Col.3:17; I Pet.4:11), the likes and dislikes of men 
become the criteria for accepting or rejecting certain doctrines. A classic example of this 
is, "I don't care what the Bible says, I don't believe baptism is essential to salvation." 

*Whereas   the   Bible   promotes   unity, denominationalism promotes religious division! 
*Denominationalism instills a false sense of security! Literally millions have honestly 

believed all is well with their soul because they joined a denomination and are zealous in 
their devotion and duty. 

My friends, can you imagine the apostle Paul working with and promoting any false 



religion? This is precisely what many brethren are doing, and according to Eph.5:11 and 
2 John 9-11, they have not fellowship with God! If we are to be faithful to our Lord, we 
cannot and will not promote any denomination, e.g. The Salvation Army, etc. all. While 
many denominations have a "good reputation" among men they do NOT exist as the body of 
Christ, but as a feeble work of man (Matt. 15:13-14; Psa. 127:1)! No one ever became a 
Christian by obeying the doctrines of men! 

Whether believed or not, the Lord has only ONE body Eph.4:4) to which the saved are 
added (Acts 2:47) - the Church of Christ (Rom.16:16)! - - -Ivie Powell 
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