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 Several years ago, a certain preacher made the comment that the church of Christ had been 
too hard on denominations in the past. Too hard? Taking his point of view, one cannot help but 
wonder if he thought Jesus was too hard on the Pharisees! The common denominator between the 
two is both reject God's absolute standard of authority - the inspired scriptures! 

One of, if not, the major reasons people left denominationalism in the past was due to the fact 
they learn that Christ did NOT establish any denomination! Through a diligent study of the Bible, these 
same people, learned that the church of Christ is the one and only body of saved people as set forth in 
Scripture (Mat. 16:18; Acts 2:47; Eph.4:4-6; 5:23,25; Rom.16:16), and rendered obedience unto the 
gospel of Christ. They placed converting loved ones and friends to Christ and His church as top 
priority. As a result of this, thousands were brought to a knowledge of the truth, and became New 
Testament Christians. 

Unlike many professed Christians today, those who were truly converted to Christ and His church 
realized they could no longer fellowship the denominational world. This, however, is no longer the 
case with a great number within the Lord's church! It is not unusual to read of brethren participating in 
joint worship services with various denominations. In the November 18, 2008 edition of The Paris 
News, (Paris, TX) the following is an exact quote, and an example of brethren departing from the 
faith. 

THANKSGIVING SERVICE BRINGS CHURCHES TOGETHER 
"A community thanksgiving Service, sponsored by Lamar County Christian Minister's 

Association and Minister's Alliance, is scheduled for 6:30 p.m. Thursday at Lamar Avenue Church of 
Christ, which will host the event, and its Spanish minister Marcelino Rodriguez, will be speaking. 

As usual we are joining together to provide the community an opportunity to worship God 
together and thank Him for our past blessings and ask for His guidance and peace throughout the 
coming year," event spokesperson Pastor Paul Dearinger said. "We join our hearts together this year 
to pray for our country's new leadership and hope that they will seek the wisdom of God as they lead 
our nation. 

The first community thanksgiving service on record was held in 1985. In 1991, the two alliances 
joined together and held the first combined Thanksgiving service at Solid Rock Baptist and have 
continued with the tradition through the years. 

As part of the service, an offering will be taken to support six charitable agencies, which include 
Co-ministry, Paris Pregnancy Care Center, Big Brothers/Big Sisters, Christian in Action, Models of the 
Maker and Agape House. 

"We encourage churches to take up a special offering for these great ministries and present them 
at the service," Dearinger added. 

Minister Patrick Cannon, Lamar Ave. church of Christ, is the president of the Lamar County 
Christian Minister's Association, and Pastor Jerard Mosely, Solid Rock Baptist, is the president of the 
Minister's Alliance." 

Without question, one of the greatest threats and enemies to Christianity has and continues to 
be denominationalism! Denominationalism is useless, and not in harmony with the scriptures! 
Members of the body of Christ must not fellowship denominations, and should never do anything that 
would build them up! As "one" author stated: 

"The Lord's church is at war with every false religion, be it Catholicism, Protestantism, Buddism or 
Islam. There can be no compromise, no peaceful co-existence. When we fall into the snare of 
compromise, we are doomed. I can hardly visualize the prophet Amos making application to the 
wicked false teacher Amaziah, priest of Bethel, for membership in the local ministerial alliance. Of 
course, Amos had a definite message of rebuke to deliver to such men. Perhaps herein lies the 



difference in him and brethren who would affiliate." 
It is very evident that Patrick Cannon and the elders at Lamar Avenue do not believe they are at 

war with denominationalism. By their "joining together" with the denominations "to worship God" 
they have openly embraced (fellowshipped) enemies of the cross of Christ! Because of their blatant 
defilement of Ephesians 5:11 and 2 John 9-11, they stand condemned of God! It is past time for those 
who claim to love Christ and His church to "come out from among them, (2 Cor.6:17a)," and in so 
doing "be fellowhelpers of the truth" (3 John 8b)! 

- - -Ivie Powell 
                                                             Rowlett, Texas 

 
 

 
         
 

  
 


