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 The spirit of "thanksgiving" has been around long before our forefathers established the 
national observance of this holiday. David wrote, "Enter into his gates with thanksgiving, and 
into his courts with praise; be thankful, unto Him, and bless his name" (Psa. 100:4). To The 
Thessalonians Paul wrote, "In everything give thanks for this is the will of God in Christ 
Jesus concerning you" (I Thess.5:18). The beloved John, while on the isle of Patmos, wrote, 
"Saying, Amen, Blessing, and glory, and wisdom, and thanksgiving, and honour, and power, 
and might, be unto our God for ever and ever. Amen" (Rev.7:12). God's faithful throughout 
the ages have been a grateful people. Considering all that God has done, Christians should 
be the most grateful people upon the face of the earth! It is interesting to note that the word 
"ingratitude" does not occur in the Bible. Yet, the sin of being ungrateful is certainly 
condemned. The Bible is replete with ungrateful people: the chief butler, the children of Israel, 
the nine lepers, Judas Iscariot, Ananias and Sapphira, and Demas, to name a few. Yes, 
Christians should be the most appreciative and thankful people every day! 

It would be almost impossible to itemize everything for which we are thankful. There is, 
however, no doubt that at the top of our list would be Almighty God! Paul's words certainly 
describe our gratitude, "Thanks be unto God for his unspeakable gift"(2Cor.9:15). 

Of course, we are thankful that Christ was willing to die for our sins. Note John 10:17-18, 
"Therefore doth my Father love me, because I lay down my life, that I might take it again. No 
man taketh it from me, but I lay it down of myself. I have power to lay it down, and I have 
power to take it again. This commandment have I received of my Father." Christ could have 
called twelve legions of angels at any time to rescue Him, but He was willing to undergo not 
just death, but the death of all deaths for the sins of the entire world, which of course, 
includes you and me (Heb.2:9). Having accepted the grace of God by our obedience unto 
the gospel (Titus 2:11-12; Acts 2:37-38), we have the hope of eternal life promised to us by 
our heavenly Father (Titus 1:2). 

Then, there is the Holy Spirit, the third person of the Godhead, who guided the writers of 
the inspired Scriptures (John 16:13; 2 Tim.3:16-17; 2 Pet. 1:290-21). Truly Christians are 
thankful they have been ". . . given unto us all things that pertain unto life and godliness, 
through the knowledge of him that hath called us to glory and virtue" (2 Pet.1:3). 

How grateful we are for the glorious "called out," the saved of God, over which Christ 
reigns as head (Eph.1:22-23), and wherein He added us upon our obedience unto the gospel 
of Christ (Acts 2:47). Like Paul we can say, "Unto him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus 
throughout all ages, world without end. Amen"(Eph.3:21). 

We need to cultivate the habit of being grateful! The following excerpts from an unknown 
author are worthy of reading and remembering. 

"The first essential, if you would form the habit of gratitude, is to keep your eyes open.. 
Robert Louis Stevenson wrote: 'Keep your eyes open to your mercies. The man who forgets 
to be thankful has fallen asleep in life.’. . . When the heart really recognizes blessings, it feels 
gratitude, for gratitude is a feeling, rather than an act of the will . . . If we rub the lamp of 
memory until it shines, we will be both surprised and ashamed at how many good things done 
to us and for us have gone unremembered. Words, letters, gifts - both from God and man -
have contributed to our well being and happiness, and often we ignore these for great lengths 



of time or permanently. . .In this world of real sorrow, where there is sickness, poverty, pain 
and death, why leave unexpressed a kindly thought? Why leave a gracious word unsaid? Tell 
your gratitude! Tell your love!" 
Yes, "In everything give thanks...” (I Thess.5:18)! 
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