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 More and more I am reading of brethren accepting into membership people on denominational 
baptisms. Their line of "reasoning" varies from "They were scripturally baptized" to "They are satisfied 
with their baptism."  Brethren, there is only ONE "door" of entrance into the body of Christ and that is 
faith (John 8:24), repentance (Luke 13:3), confession (Matt. 10:32) and immersion "for the remission 
of sins" (Acts 2:38). One is NOT scripturally baptized into denominational bodies.    Far too many want 
to pick and choose or develop their own system of salvation instead of complying with the terms of 
entrance as set forth in Scripture.    To accept into membership those who have not obeyed the gospel 
is to accept those whom God does NOT accept! Jesus said, "Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that 
entereth not by the door into the sheepfold, but climbeth up some other way, the same is a thief and a 
robber" (John 10:1). Not only is the one who has not obeyed the gospel still in a lost condition, those 
who have accepted them have abandoned the faith (2 John 9-11)! 

Friends, please listen, God will not accept denominational baptism! Why? Because 
denominational baptism is not based on the authority of Christ (Col.3:17)! Diligent students of Scripture 
know that the Lord never placed one precious soul into His body unless they ". . . have obeyed from 
the heart that form of doctrine which was delivered you, Being then made free from sin, ye became 
the servants of righteousness" (Rom. 6:17-18). Brother Barry Anderson well answered what is wrong 
with denominational baptism when he wrote: 

WHAT'S WRONG WITH DENOMINATIONAL BAPTISM? 
LET THE BIBLE SPEAK ....  

"1. It has the wrong AUTHORITY (Matthew 28:19-20). Jesus never commanded a baptism that puts 
one into ANY denomination, since none of them existed when He gave the above commission. 
2. It has the wrong SUBJECT. The right subject is the penitent believer - not the man who thinks he 
is already saved (Acts 2:38). 
3. It has the wrong CONFESSION. Man must confess Christ, (Acts 8:37) - not feelings, experiences, 
or salvation. 
4. It has the wrong PURPOSE. It is not to make people members of some denomination. 
Denominational baptism is "because of remission of sins, whereas scriptural baptism is "for the 
remission of sins" (Acts 2:38). 
5. It has or requires the wrong ALLEGIANCE. It binds men to wear the name of a particular 
denomination rather than Christ's name alone. 
6. It has the wrong ORDER. Denominational order: 
Repentance....Faith....Salvation....then Baptism. 
Scriptural order: 
Faith....Repentance....Confession....Baptism....then 
Salvation." 

We have heard a lot about accepting illegal emigrants into this country without their having complied 
with the laws of naturalization to become citizens of the USA. Beloved, many unconverted members of 
the church e.g. elders, preachers, deacons, etc, are wanting to set aside God's ONE plan of salvation, 
and accept as citizens of the kingdom those who have never complied with His laws of naturalization! 
Again, listen to Jesus, "Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of 
heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven" (Matt.7:21). 

God is NOT going to change His mind at the day of judgment and accept those into heaven who 
never obeyed the Old Jerusalem Gospel. How do I know that? First, because, there is only ONE plan 
of salvation to be preached to the entire world (Matt.28:19-20; Eph. 4:4-5).Second, God's word is, 



"For ever, O Lord, thy word is settled in heaven" (Psa.119:89). Third, We will be judged by the word 
of God that many have rejected, and this certainly includes the plan of salvation and the Lord's one 
true, church! "He that rejecteth me, and receiveth not my words, hath one that judgeth him: the word 
that I have spoken, the same shall judge him in the last day" (I John 12:48). In addition to this, to 
accept into membership those who have never obeyed the gospel is to be guilty of adding and 
subtracting from the word of God (Rev.22:18-19). 

Brethren, to accept into fellowship individuals who have never obeyed the gospel is to make 
mockery of God's plan of salvation, and manifests a high handed rejection of His divine truth! 
Furthermore, it gives false hope to those who have never obeyed the gospel, and corrupts the body of 
Christ! The solution: "Preach the Word!" 

 - - -Ivie Powell 
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