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 Not since the 1970's, and some would say the Great Depression, have Americans witnessed the 
lose of jobs, homes, retirement and collapse of banks and other businesses. The strain and stress is 
taking its toll on families. Crime is sky rocketing. When will things "bottom out" and get back to normal 
is the question American's want answered. Of course, no one knows when that will be. We find out 
what we are made of, in times like this. Especially is this true regarding the depth of our spirituality. 
Crisis of this nature, and even worse, should make us realize that "the things which are seen are 
temporal; but the things which are not seen are eternal" (2 Cor.4:18b). 

If one's happiness is built solely upon material possessions, he will soon learn that is truly an 
illusion. Multitudes have neglected God and their soul's salvation for this world's goods. The soul 
penetrating words of our Lord, no doubt, ring throughout the caverns of hell for those who exchanged 
God for this world. "For what shall it profit a man, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own 
soul? Or what shall a man give in exchange for his soul" (Mark 8:36-37)! 

To the young preacher Timothy, Paul wrote, "Charge them that are rich in this world, that they be 
not highminded, nor trust in uncertain riches, but in the living God, who giveth us richly all things to 
enjoy; That they do good, that they be rich in good works, ready to distribute, willing to communicate; 
laying up in store for themselves a good foundation against the time to come, that they may lay on 
eternal life" (I Tim.6:17-19). [again Paul said,] "But godliness with contentment is great gain. For we 
brought nothing into this world, and it is certain we can carry nothing out. And having food and raiment 
let us be therewith content" (I Tim.6:6-8). 

Paul spoke of our heavenly Father in these terms, "Blessed be God, even the Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies, and the God of all comfort" (2 Cor. 1:3). Take note of the word 
"comfort." it carries the meaning, according to W.E. Vine, of "a calling to one's side.. .consolation." 
With that in mind, read Joshua 1:5, "There shall not any man be able to stand before thee all the day 
of thy life: as I was with Moses, so I will be with thee: I will not fail thee, nor forsake thee." Beloved the 
same God had the Hebrew writer pen the following inspired words, "Let your conversation be without 
covetousness; and be content with such things as ye have: for he hath said, I will never leave thee, 
nor forsake thee." (Heb.13:5). 

It is truly comforting to know that God is with us, by our side, as we journey toward our heavenly 
home! 

Another passage that truly strengthens and comforts is 2 Corinthians 1:20, "For all the promises of 
God in him are yea, and in him Amen, unto the glory of God by us." God has promised not only to 
supply our needs in this life (Matt.6:25-34; 2 Pet.1:3-4; Phil.4:19), He has also promised us eternal 
life, "In hope of eternal life, which God, that cannot lie, promised before the world began" (Titus 1:3). 

It is comforting to know that while we may not have riches in a material sense, we can have them 
spiritually. The "abundant life" (John 10:10) that Christ offers sustains in times of great distress and, on 
into eternity. "But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, 
Meekness, temperance: against such there is no law. And they that are Christ's have crucified the 
flesh with the affections and lusts. If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the spirit" (Gal.5:22-25). 

It is comforting to know that our labors for the Lord are not in vain, "Therefore, my beloved 
brethren, be ye stedfast, unmovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye 
know that your labour is not in vain in the Lord" (I Cor. 15:58). 

It is comforting to know that as God was with David "through the valley of the shadow of death" 
(Psa.23:4) so He sends His angels to escort us to the unseen world to be with the faithful of all ages 
(Luke 16:22). 

It is truly comforting to know that after the righteous die, there will one day be the resurrection of 



the dead. "Marvel not at this: for the hour is coming, in the which all that are in the graves shall hear 
his voice, And shall come forth; they that have done good, unto the resurrection of life; and they that 
have done evil unto the resurrection of damnation" (John 5:28-29). 

So, my friend, no matter what happens, remember to, "Trust in Jehovah with all thy heart, and lean 
not upon thine own understanding. In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he will direct thy paths. Be not 
wise in thine own eyes; fear Jehovah; and depart from evil" (Prov. 3:5-7)! 
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