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 Because of their independence; circles of protection and positions to launch "nuclear 
missiles," a select number have become intoxicated with self-importance. Carefully worded 
dictums are launched in an effort to isolate and destroy any and all opposition. Everything 
becomes an "opinion" and a "non-issue" unless of course, they decided otherwise. While they 
may consider themselves being among the elite "Untouchables," so did Goliath until he met a 
young lad with "five smooth stones" (I Sam.17:40-51)! 

There is no question but that "non-civil Wars" inflict great harm to the body of Christ. Paul 
wrote: "But if ye bite and devour one another, take heed that ye be not consumed one of another" 
(Gal.5:15). Jesus said, "Every kingdom divided against itself is brought to desolation; and every 
city or house divided against itself shall not stand" (Matt. 12:25). Yes, we must ever strive to be 
"peacemakers" (Matt.5:8) and "Endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of 
peace" (Eph.4:3). However, this does not mean we are to refuse to mark and withdraw from false 
teachers! 

All conflicts have a point of origin. If the conflict is not contained, and quickly resolved, a 
"firestorm" erupts. When this takes places, others are brought into the picture. Because of 
personal hidden agendas, (old axes to grind) the conflict rapidly escalates into a full fledged "non-
civil War!" 

The number one culprit as to why the original conflict was not resolved is pride! And pride 
always results in one's down-fall: "Pride goeth before destruction, and an haughty spirit before a 
fall" (Prov.16:18). This is especially the case when it comes to preachers. It is my firm conviction 
that whenever preachers refuse to biblically resolve their conflicts they need to get out of 
preaching! It is the height of hypocrisy for preachers to preach one thing (e.g., "How to Biblically 
Resolve Conflicts With Your Brother") and practice the very opposite! In a similar situation, Paul 
asked the following soul-penetrating questions: 

"Thou therefore which teachest another, teachest thou not thyself? Thou that 
preachest a man should not steal, dost thou steal? Thou that sayest a man should 
not commit adultery, doest thou commit adultery? Thou that abhorrest idols, dost 
thou commit sacrilege? Thou that makest thy boast of the law, through breaking 
the law dishonourest thou God? For the name of God is blasphemed among the 
Gentiles through you, as it is written" (Rom.2:21-24). Robertson L. Whiteside's 
comments on these verses are worthy of note: 

"These are searching questions. Any man is a poor teacher if he does not 
teach himself while he is teaching others. He is a poor preacher that cannot 
preach better than he can practice, but he is a poorer preacher if he does not try 
hard to live up to his preaching. The Jews had reached the point where they taught 
much and practiced little. . .It is hard to make any one believe there is any good in 
your doctrine, if it has not done you any good. The Jews had so lived as to cause 
the Gentiles to blaspheme their preaching instead of believing it. The Jews had 
become a hiss and a byword. Read Isaiah 52:5. The greatest hindrance to the 
spread of the gospel today is the conduct of many professed believers. . .Do not 
try to sell the gospel by mere talk; show them a sample of what the gospel will do 
for the people who really believe it. You will then likely make a believer instead of a 
blasphemer. ." (Commentary on Romans, Robertson L. Whiteside, pp.60-
62). 

In far too many instances, whenever "big preachers" are guilty of sin, instead of repenting, 



they call for their network of supporters. These men in turn "set their teeth" in defense of their 
beloved champion/s. After a period of "investigation" the brotherhood receives the "facts" through 
the printed page. Actual documents that prove the guilt of their beloved champion/s are brushed 
aside with a stroke of the pen. However, an investigation of the so-called unbiased investigation, 
turns out to be from a select group whom they hold in high esteem. Sadly, unless genuine, 
repentance is forthcoming, many will meet the Lord unprepared! "I tell you, Nay: but, except ye 
repent, ye shall all likewise perish" (Lk.13:3). 

One needs to remember that not only did Jesus pronounce a blessing upon the "peacemakers" 
(Matt.5:9), He also said "the truth shall make you free" (John 8:32)! 

- - -Ivie Powell 
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