
ELDERS AND "CHRISTIAN SCHOOLS" 
 

Ivie Powell 

 

 It is no surprise that baptism has and continues to be a controversial subject in the denominational 
world. However, questions regarding the essentiality of baptism and of accepting denominational 
baptism are now making inroads in the church of Christ. Once the door has been opened to accept 
those who have not been scripturally immersed then other false doctrines will quickly be accepted! The 
reason these and other false doctrines are being widely accepted is due to a variety of reasons. 
However, there are two areas that stand out at the top of the list, as to why so many false doctrines are 
so wide spread in churches of Christ. 

1. A great number of men have been placed in the eldership who do not meet the qualifications 
as set forth by the Holy Spirit (I Tim.3, Titus 1). These men have drank deeply from the fountain of 
liberalism. Being in such a powerful position of leadership, they now have set their sails towards 
reconstructing the Lord's church into a denomination. To shore up their agenda, only men of "like 
mind" are accepted into their pulpit. To further expand their chosen path, so-called "Youth Ministers" 
are employed to shape the minds of the young people. Entertainment and recreation are the driving 
force to appeal and to draw large numbers. To appease and put down any opposition from faithful 
brethren, a sprinkling of "Old Truths" are touched upon, and the creation of jobs and social activities 
are offered. The message is quickly spread that if you can't "submit" to the elders then leave. And of 
course, they simply ignore any opposition from other elderships and preachers, hiding behind "church 
autonomy." 

2. The chain of events that are now transpiring in the brotherhood can also be traced to the 
majority of so-called "Christian" Colleges.   Presidents of liberal colleges along with many (not all) on 
the Bible and other departments no longer believe in the basic fundamentals of the faith! Parents send 
their children to these schools thinking they will be safe from liberalism. After four years once faithful, 
dedicated young people return home "eaten up" with liberalism. In an editorial discussing Christian 
schools, Alan Highers, wrote: 

"Every Christian who has an interest in this topic -and particularly every board member and 
school administrator - should read The Battle For the Bible by Harold Lindsell (Zondervan, 1976). This 
book details the battle over the inerrancy of the scriptures which erupted in the denominational 
schools and seminaries -the argument about whether the Bible is infallible and truthful in all its parts. 
The author shows how the liberals and modernists wormed their way into denominational schools 
which once accepted the inerrancy of the scriptures. He states: "If history has any lesson to teach, it 
is that defection from inerrancy generally takes place in the educational institutions and then spreads 
from there" (Page 83). The Southern Baptists and the Lutherans (Missouri Synod) learned this lesson 
the hard way. Those who read the papers know the painful process they have endured in order to 
dislodge the liberals from their schools. Brethren, will we see the danger before it is too late?" 

(The Spiritual Sword, "Christian Schools – Opportunities Benefits and Dangers" "Editorial," P.3, Vol.22, 
July 1991, No.4) 

The sad situation that presently exists is that these schools are not trying to "dislodge the liberals." 
Rather, the liberals have taken over these schools, for the most part! 

Brethren need to be reminded of Paul's warning to the Ephesian elders, "Take heed therefore unto 
yourselves, and to all the flock, over the which the Holy Ghost hath made you overseers, to feed the 
church of God, which he hath purchased with his own blood. For I know this, that after my departure 
shall grievous wolves enter in among you, not sparing the flock. Also of your own selves shall men 
arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away disciples after" (Acts 20:28-30). If faithful elders would 
have a greater allegiance to Christ and His church (the church of Christ) than to schools, we would 
see a dramatic turn around in the brotherhood! 



When the great division officially occurred in 1906, faithful brethren had to "come out from among" 
false teachers and begin anew. As painful as it might be, we to are seeing history repeat itself before 
our very eyes. Yes, in times like this the faithful need to "Watch ye, stand fast in the faith, quit you like 
men, be strong" (I Cor. 16:13). 
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