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 No doubt, many brethren, will be sending relief to the hurricane victims in South Texas and 
other areas. Brother Robert Meredith, faithful evangelist of the Green Plain church of Christ in Hazel, 
KY recently wrote an excellent article exposing the unscriptural organization known as the "Churches 
of Christ Disaster Relief Organization." For several years, many brethren with good intentions have 
worked through this organization. Brethren, simply because "good deeds" are done through an 
organization does not mean that organization is scriptural. After all, hundreds of human organizations 
do many good works, but are not connected with the Lord's church in any capacity. The "Churches of 
Christ Disaster Relief Organization," as correctly stated by brother Meredith, ". . . is a human 
benevolent society which mirrors the missionary society which was one of the major contributing 
forces that brought about the division in the Lord's church in the late 1800's." What is very clear is 
that the "Churches of Christ Disaster Relief Organization" is NOT the church! Furthermore, the 
Lord's church, not the "Churches of Christ Disaster Relief Organization" is to receive the glory 
(Eph.3:21; Col. 3:17). 

"When a congregation sends its support to such organizations, it puts them in fellowship with the 
organizations. The "Churches of Christ Disaster Relief Organization" is known to be supported by the 
most liberal congregations. This would put the church in fellowship with liberal, digressive brethren. 
Ephesians 5:11 and 2 John 9-11 forbid such fellowship. This benevolent society also has a booth at 
the "Tulsa Soul Winning Workshop" which is a haven for false teachers." 

Another excellent point brother Meredith makes is, "Too the particular society is now sending 
out missionaries to the relief areas. Many of their "missionaries" do not even believe in the oneness 
of the church. Even if their missionaries were "trustworthy," missionary societies are sinful." 

As for attempting to parallel Children's Homes with this particular organization, brother Meredith 
wrote: "Some would contend that benevolent societies parallel a Children's Home. However, there 
are major differences between the two. If my children were orphaned, could the church help my in-
laws financially with the rearing of my children? Yes (Galatians 6:10). Can the church help a larger 
home do the work of a home? Yes! The church is still the one giving aid to that home. The church is in 
total control of the use of its funds. However, with a benevolent society it is different. The church is not 
directly helping the benefactors, the benevolent society is. It is acting as a "middle man" doing the 
work assigned by God to the church. There is a big difference between direct aid and indirect aid." 

Brother Meredith’s concluding remarks well sums up why this particular organization is not 
scriptural when he wrote. “God is only glorified when the church does her own work, not when another 
organization other than the church does the work. “The “Churches of Christ Disaster Relief 
Organization” is not the church. The church can support a home to do the work of a home, but the 
church cannot support any human organization to do the work of the church. Doing a good work in an 
unauthorized way keeps it from being a good work (Colossians. 3:17; 2 Tim.3:16-17)." 

Brother Meredith, in his opening remarks asked and answered the following question: "Is the 
"Churches of Christ Disaster Relief Organization" scriptural? No!" Therefore, since it is not authorized 
of God, faithful brethren cannot and must not work through this human organization!  

- - -Edited by Ivied Powell with brother Robert Meredith's permission. 
 

 
 

 
         



 

  
 


