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     Salvation as is offered in the New Testament is offered on the grounds or conditions of faith. As a 
matter of fact, everything about Christianity is a matter of faith. Take note, please, of the following 
passages of scripture.  
       >    Faith comes only by hearing God's word. "So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the 
             word of God" (Rom. 10:17). 

  >   Without faith one cannot please God. "But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he 
that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently 
seek him:"(Heb.11:6). 

>   We are justified by faith. "Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through  
     our Lord Jesus Christ" (Rom.5:1).  
>   We are saved through faith. "For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of  
     yourselves; it is the gift of God" (Eph.2:8).  
>   Faith plus baptism equals salvation. "He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he  
     that believeth not shall be damned" (Mark 16:16).  
>   We become children of God by faith. "For ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus"  
     (Gal.3:26).  
>   We are to walk by faith. "For we walk by faith, not by sight" (2 Cor.5:7). 

       >   We are guarded by faith. "Who are kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation ready 
            to be revealed in the last time" (I Pet. 1:5).  

>   We are to live by faith. "And put no difference between us and them, purifying their hearts by 
     faith" (Acts 15:9). 
>   Salvation is the end/aim of faith. "Receiving the end of you faith, even the salvation of your 

souls" (I Pet. 1:9). 
 All of these passages are stating a great truth regarding faith, but not a one of them is stating one is 

saved by "faith only!" If so, where? Faith, my friend, is the foundation or the driving force that leads 
the believer to obey God! T.W. Brents said saving faith is "the grand mainspring, which propels the 
human machinery in all acceptable obedience to God." 
    Can one believe Christ is the Son of God, but not confess Him? Yes! Observe, please, John 12:42-
43, "Nevertheless among the chief rulers also many believed on him; but because of the Pharisees 
they did not confess him, lest they should be put out of the synagogue: For they loved the praise of 
men more than the praise of God." James points out the difference in a dead faith and a live faith 
when he wrote, "Even so faith, if it hath not works is dead, being alone. Yea, a man may say thou 
hast faith, and I have works: shew me thy faith without thy works, and I will shew thee my faith by my 
works. Thou believest that there is one God; thou doest well: the devils also believe, and tremble. But 
wilt thou know, O vain man, that faith without works is dead?. . .Ye see then how that by works a man 
is justified, and not by faith only" (James 2:17-20,24). 

In Acts 8:12 we are told, "but when they believed Philip preaching the things concerning the 
kingdom of God, and the name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized both men and women." Therefore, 
when one believes what they believed, they will do what they did! Again, Jesus said, "He that believeth 
and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned" (Mark 16:16). 

My friend, faith and faith alone has never nor will it ever save one precious soul! The faith that saves 
is the faith that obeys God! Paul states the saved are "justified by faith" (Rom.5:1). What kind of faith 
justifies one? Again, Paul answers that when he wrote, "By whom we have received grace and 
apostleship, for obedience to the faith among all nations, for his name" (Rom.5:1). [And again he 
states,] "But now is made manifest, and by the scriptures of the prophets, according to the 



commandment of the everlasting God, made known to all nations for the obedience of faith" (Rom. 
16:26). Therefore, only an obedient faith saves one! 

Yes, one is saved by faith, but not faith only! Jesus said, "Not every one that saith unto me Lord, 
Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in 
heaven" (Matt.7:21). Listen again to the Savior when He said, "If ye love me, keep my 
commandments" (John 14:15). 

Beloved, has your faith in Christ propelled you to "Repent and be baptized everyone of you in the 
name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins. . ." (Acts 2:38)? 

- - -Ivie Powell  
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