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 The far majority of religious people, including many liberal brethren, do not believe that it is 
absolutely essential to be a member of the Lord's church to be saved. To them, being "saved," is 
one thing and, being a member of the church is something altogether different. Since they have 
a choice in everything in life, they think they can choose the church of their choice and God will 
accept any and all-religious groups in spite of their differences. Then, there are many who do not 
subscribe to being a member of any particular denomination, but pick and choose what they want 
thinking God will accept them as His children. The question for our study is, according to the 
Scriptures, is it absolutely essential to be a member of the Lord's church to be saved? 

In answering the question ("Must one be a member of the Lord's church to be saved?") 
observe why Christ came to this world. In announcing the birth of Christ, the angel said to 
Joseph, "And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name Jesus: for he shall save his 
people from their sins" (Matt. 1:21). Luke informs us, "For the Son of man is come to seek and to 
save that which was lost" (Lk.19:10). Paul further said, "This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all 
acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners..."(I Tim.1:15). That mission 
was accomplished, for the Lord said, "I have glorified thee on the earth: I have finished the work 
thou gavest me to do" (John 17:4). 

In order to bring about salvation, Christ shed His blood for the sins of the world. "For this is my 
blood of the new testament, which is shed for many for the remission of sins" (Matt.26:28). In the 
shedding of His blood, Christ purchased the church, "Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to 
all the flock, over the which the Holy Ghost hath made you overseers, to feed the church of God, 
which he hath purchased with his own blood" (Acts 20:28). Bear in mind, Jesus told Peter, "And I 
say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church; and the gates of 
hell shall not prevail against if (Matt. 16:18). Now if the church has nothing to do with one's 
salvation, why then did Christ purchase it with His own precious blood? When one purchases an 
item with money he gets the benefit of it by that which the money purchased. In this case, one gets 
the benefit of the blood of Christ through that which His blood purchased - the church! Thus, to 
reject the church is to reject Christ and His blood! While it is true, the church does not do the 
saving, the church is nevertheless that to which God adds the saved (Acts 2:47)! The church then 
is the home of the saved! Friends, if one is not in the Lord's church they are not saved, for the Lord 
adds only the saved to the church! 

A diligent study of the Scriptures reveals that the very process that saves one also makes one 
a member of the Lord's church! Read carefully the following verses and note what about three 
thousand lost souls did to be saved and what the Lord added them to. 
"Now when they heard this, they were pricked in their heart, and said unto Peter and to 
the rest of the apostles, Men and brethren, what shall we do? Then Peter said unto them, 
Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of 
sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. .. Then they that gladly received his 
word were baptized: and the same day there were added unto them about three 
thousand souls.. .Praising God, and having favor with all the people. And the Lord added 
to the church daily such as should be saved" (Acts 2:37,38,41,47). 

Since one must be "in Christ" (Eph.1:3) to receive spiritual blessings, and only those "in 
Christ" are "a new creature" (2 Cor.5:17), and only those who have been scripturally baptized put 
on Christ (Gal.3:27), and since the saved are added to the church (Acts 2:47); being saved and 
becoming a member of the church are one and the same thing!!! 

Therefore, according to the Scriptures, if one is not a member of the Lord's church they are not 



in Christ and if they are not in Christ they are not a new creature and are still in their sins! Thus, 
being a member of the Lord's church is absolutely essential to enter into heaven! Friend, are you a 
Christian? If not, why not do as they did on the day of Pentecost and the Lord will add you to the 
church wherein are the saved! 
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