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 A question many ask is, "How can I know which church is the church of the New Testament?" 
In answering that question, suppose a terrorist escaped from the state prison, and a million dollar 
reward was offered for his capture. If you had never met the man or seen a picture of him, you 
would have to obtain the characteristics of that person, if you desired the reward. Many 
characteristics would no doubt be common to others. However, there may be some 
characteristics that distinguishes him, such as a scar, his name, etc. All of which would make him 
an individual distinct from all others. By following this same procedure one will be able to identify 
the New Testament church. Take note, please, of the following hypothetical syllogism by Gary 
Ealy which well illustrates how to identify the New Testament Church. 

1.   If a church possesses characteristic A.B. C. D...T (the sum total of which constitute the 
characteristics of the church described in the New Testament) then that church is the 
church of the New Testament. 

2.   Church "X" possesses characteristics A.B.C.D...T (the sum total of that which constitute 
the characteristics of the church described in the New Testament). 

3.   Therefore, church "X" is the church of the New Testament. While all of those 
characteristics have the quality of either existing or not existing in a church, there are 
some which may exist in degrees of maturity. For example, a church either has the quality 
of being organized according to the New Testament pattern or it does not, but brotherly 
love may exist and yet need to be improved upon through greater maturity." 

(Gary Ealy, "The Church - How Can It Be Identified? ”  
The Church - The Beautiful Bride of Christ, p. 134)  Friends, when one turns to the pages of 

the Bible he sees the identifying characteristics of the New Testament church that being: 
1.   ITS CREED - the rule of faith and practice for the church is the Bible (2 Tim.3:16-17; I 

Pet.4:11). No human creeds, manuals, disciplines, catachesims, prayer books, etc. 
2.   ITS NAME - the church is to wear only a divine name as in Acts 12:1, I Cor.1:2 and 

Rom.16:16. 
3.   ITS ORGANIZATION - Christ is the only head of the church (Eph.1:22-23); elders (I 

Tim.3), deacons (I Tim.3), and evangelists (2 Tim.4). With each congregation being 
autonomous, that is, self governing. Synods, conferences, and conventions are without 
Bible authority. 

4.   ITS WORSHIP - the early church observed the Lord's Supper on the first day of each week 
(Acts 20:7), engaged in singing (Eph.5:19). No instrumental music was used. There was 
preaching of God's word as in Acts 2:42, praying (Rom. 12:12) and giving as one had been 
prospered (I Cor. 16:1-2). 

5.   ITS DOCTRINE OF SALVATION - One became a Christian by hearing the word of God 
(Rom. 10:17) believing Jesus is the Son of God (Jno. 8:24), repenting of their sins (Acts 
2:38), confessing Christ as God's Son (Matt.10:32) and by being immersed for the 
remission of sins (Acts 2:38). Note, the Bible does not teach "joining the church of one's 
choice," or that one should be voted into the church, or received into the church as an 
infant. 

It is with great delight that I am able to tell you that the church of Christ possesses every 
characteristic of the early church! It is not the intention of the Lord's church to start a new religious 
organization (denomination), but to go back to the Bible and to completely restore the New 
Testament church. If one will follow the instructions of Peter in Acts 2:38, God will add them to the 
same church as they were added. No, not a denomination, but the body of Christ, the church of 



Christ (Acts 2:47). 
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