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 The church of the New Testament is often misunderstood. Such confusion exists 
because of many factors - pride, prejudice, laziness and ignorance. Let it clearly be pointed 
out that any and all confusion is NOT because the Bible cannot be understood. Jesus said, 
"And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free" (John 8:32). To the 
Ephesians Paul wrote, "Whereby, when ye read, ye may understand my knowledge in the 
mystery of Christ" (Eph.3:4). 

In order to understand the church, one must first understand the definition of the word 
church. The word church appears in the Bible eighty-one times and churches thirty-seven 
times. When the word church is mentioned, the far majority of religious people think in terms 
of denominations i.e. Baptist Church, Methodist, Assembly of God etc. This faulty concept is 
so ingrained in people's minds that it is extremely difficult for them to disassociate the two 
terms - church and denomination - in their thinking. In other words, they think that the 
church and denominationalism are one and the same when in reality they are polls apart. So, 
what is the meaning of the word church? Guy N. Wood's comments help clear up this 
confusion: 

"The word "church" in our English translations is the rendering of the Greek word ecclesia 
(pronounced ek'la sia), from ek, signifying "out of and kaleoo, "to call" thus, literally "to call 
out." It is used in the New Testament to designate the body of people which, in full and free 
response to the preaching of Jesus as Lord believed his word and obeyed his will. The steps 
particularly taken in this response to him are faith (John 8:24); repentance (Luke 1.3:3; Acts 
2:38); confession (Rom.10:9,10; Acts 8:37); and baptism in water for the remission of sins 
(Acts 2:38). Those who thus did were (a) saved (Mark 16:15,16); (b) added to the church 
(Acts 2:47) and made partakers of a divine fellowship (Acts 2:42-47). Thenceforth those 
united in this fashion enjoyed a warm and intimate association in the family of God, having 
become partakers of the divine nature. (II Peter 1:4)." (Guy N. Woods, "What Is The 
Church,?" The Spiritual Sword, Vol.1, No.4, p.1, July 1970) 

The term "denomination," when applied to religious institutions, has reference to 
division. Thus, the concept of "choosing the church of one's choice." A concept that is 
totally foreign to New Testament teaching! Furthermore, such a concept is against the 
prayer of our Lord when He prayed for the unity of believers in John 17:20-21, "Neither pray I 
for these alone, but for them also which shall believe on me through their word; that they all 
may be one; as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they also may be one in us: that 
the world may believe that thou hast sent me." Observe, please, that the apostle Paul 
condemned religious division when he wrote, "Now I beseech you, brethren, by the name of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all speak the same thing, and that there be no divisions 
among you: but that ye be perfectly joined together in the same mind and in the same 
judgment" (I Cor.1:10). 

My friends, a legitimate question would be: "Which denomination was the apostle Paul 
a member of?" Was he a member of the Baptist Church? Was Paul a member of the 
Methodist Church or an Episcopalian? Was he a member of the Catholic Church? The answer 
of course, is that Paul was NOT a member of any denomination, but simply a Christian, a 
member of the body of Christ, the church one can read about in the New Testament -the 



church of Christ! 
Another question for careful consideration. Can one be a Christian, and not a member of 

any denomination? The answer is yes! If one will do what Paul and other people did they will 
become what they became - a Christian, a member of the body of Christ whom the Lord adds 
the saved to (Acts 2:47). Friend, are YOU a Christian? 
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