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 In the Spring of 2006, Nancy Grace had Tom Rukala, a Baptist preacher on her 
talk show. It was very apparent both were very biased and ungracious, if not out right 
malicious in their assessment of the Lord's church. Furthermore, it was obvious that 
Mr. Rukala's vicious attack on the church of Christ was designed to instill prejudice in 
the hearts of the audience. His comments about the church of Christ betrayed a lack of 
knowledge both biblically as well as historically. Like Paul, many preacher's "spirit was 
stirred" (Acts 17:16), and immediately took pen in hand answering the hard and 
unfounded statements. One preacher, who had written three articles exposing Mr. 
Rukala's false accusations was called to task not by denominational people but by his 
elders. Why would shepherds of the flock reprimand a preacher for exposing error and 
defending the faith? Three areas were quickly pointed out: 

1. Preacher's attitude was wrong. 
2. Complaints and threats of leaving. 
3. Did not want any more lessons or articles along that line. 

If this were an isolated case it would be sad enough. However, this scenario is 
being repeated all over the world. Preachers are told in no uncertain terms what they 
can and cannot preach on. Unfortunately, far too many preachers "cow down," and 
refuse to "declare unto you all the counsel of God" (Acts 20:27), and have the "blood 
of all men" (Acts 20:26) on their hands! It is very obvious that the problem centers 
around many elders. Many will not attempt to address this serious matter for a variety 
of reasons. Others will quickly brush aside a study of this nature, attributing any and all 
opposition to elders as the bitter reaction of some radical preachers who are anti 
elders. So business is carried on as usual and like compound interest the situation only 
gets worse. 

Brethren, we are experiencing as never before in our lifetime a complete depart 
from the faith! No one knew the pulse of the brotherhood any better than the late Guy 
N. Woods. In the late 1980's brother Woods said 80% of the brotherhood had gone the 
liberal route. Now here we are twenty years later, and the situation has only worsen! 
Without doubt, the blame of the liberal takeover lies square at the feet of elders and 
preachers! As a matter of fact this is where all departures from the faith have started! 
Brethren need to be remind that the Holy Spirit stated departures from the faith would 
start within the eldership (Acts 20:28-30). 

Whenever men are placed in the eldership that do not meet the qualifications as 
set forth in Scripture, departures of one kind or another will always take place! Putting 
men in the eldership who are not qualified is like building a "house upon the sand: And 
the rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and beat upon that 
house and it fell: and great was the fall of it" (Matt.7:26b-27)! 

The Lord told Peter, "But I have prayed for thee, that thy faith fail not: and when 



thou art converted, strengthen thy brethren" (Luke 22:32). How can many so-called 
elders strengthen the faith of brethren when they themselves are not converted?! 

As for attitude - The ones that have the wrong attitude are elders who love not the 
Lord nor His glorious church! Furthermore, if the church was dependent upon them to 
expose error and defend the faith it would never take place! 

The solution - I Tim.5:19-20! 
- - -Ivie Powell  
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