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 In the 1960's there was a great sense of urgency in taking the gospel to every 
creature in the world. We believed the marching orders of the Great Commission 
(Matt.28:19-20; Mk. 16:15-16) applied to every Christian. Universally, the Lord's 
church, like the Lord, was motivated "to seek and to save that which was lost" (Lk. 
19:20). The Lord's people believed and took seriously the words of Christ, "Say not ye, 
There are yet four months, and then cometh harvest? Behold, I say unto you, Lift up 
your eyes, and look on the fields; for they are white already to harvest" (Jno.4:35). 
The results - Literally thousands upon thousands were given the opportunity of 
becoming New Testament Christians. Of that vast number, thousands obeyed the Old 
Jerusalem gospel, unfaithful children of God were restored and the church was truly 
edified. 

Now, here we are over forty years later, and the Restoration Plea is seldom heard. 
There are several reasons as to why this is the case. First, many do not believe that 
those outside of the Lord's church are lost. Second, many do not believe God will hold 
them accountable for refusing to teach the lost, Third, pulpits no longer sound forth the 
Restoration Plea as well as basic fundamentals of the faith. Fourth, brethren are more 
interested in recreation and entertainment than the Restoration Plea. Fifth, division 
among conservative brethren has stopped evangelism, for the most part. 

Of the five areas mentioned, the one that is affecting the faithful more than any 
other is the division among conservative brethren. Jesus said a "house divided against 
itself shall not stand" (Matt. 12:25). To the Galatians Paul wrote, "But if ye bite and 
devour one another take heed that ye be not consumed one of another" (Gal.5:15). It 
is time for faithful brethren to lay aside their pride and to stop the civil war that is raging 
within the Lord's body! Surely, there are "wise men" (I Cor.6:5) among us who are 
wiling to rise up and help heal the bloody body of Christ? 

Division drives many to the liberal camp and without question, causes the weak to 
stumble in their faith. This is truly a serious matter and one of great urgency! 

Brethren, need to be reminded that God hates division (Prov.6:16-19). The plea of 
Christ and the apostle Paul was for unity of the believers (John 17:20-21; I Cor.1:10; 
Eph.4:1-3). How can it be said we love the Lord and His church while refusing to do 
whatever is scriptural to heal the body of Christ? 

Brethren, the division among us is making the Restoration Plea difficult for the 
denominational world to see. Why? Because they cannot hear what we are saying 
because of the division among us! 

Until there is a great sense of urgency in doing whatever is scriptural to stop the 
infighting, the civil war will continue!  

  - - -Ivie Powell 
 Rowlett, Texas 



 

 
         
 

  
 


