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 What is worship? The English word worship is from the Anglo-Saxon word meaning 
"worth-ship." It conveys the idea of ascribing honor, respect, praise to worth. It has come to 
convey the deeper meaning of reverence, homage, respect devoted to God (Webster). The 
Greek word proskuneo is defined by W.E. Vine as: "to make obeisance, do reverence to 
(from PROS, towards, and JUNEO, to kiss) is the most frequent word rendered worship. It is 
used of an act of homage or reverence." worship, therefore, involves something one does. It 
is an act of divine adoration. 

Each first day of the week, saints assemble to worship God (Acts 20:7; Heb. 10:25). 
Acceptable worship is NOT based on what man likes or dislikes. Nor is acceptable worship 
based on human tradition or custom. Acceptable worship is directed toward God and in 
accordance with His instructions, "But the hour cometh, and now is, when the true 
worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth: for the Father seeketh such to 
worship him. God is a Spirit: and they that worship Him must worship him in spirit and in truth" 
(John 4:23-24). To worship "in spirit" conveys the idea of one being honest and sincere. To 
worship "in truth" is to worship according to God's word, since God's word is truth (John 
17:17). 

To the Galatians, Paul wrote, "Ye observe days, and months and times, and years. I am 
afraid of you, lest I have bestowed upon you labour in vain" (Gal.4:10-11). While our brethren 
are not observing sabbath days and other special days of the Old Covenant, many are setting 
aside "special days" such as "Easter Sunday," "Christmas Sunday," and "Thanksgiving 
Sunday" which of course, are NOT authorized in Scripture (Col.3:17). In addition to these 
days, many are observing "Mother's Day" and some have even had a special "Military Day" 
during the assembly. 

Brethren need to be reminded that the sole purpose of our assembling on the Lord's day 
is to worship God! The comments and application of Lipscomb and Shepherd are greatly 
needed today. 

"It is true that those churches which lay most stress on the observance of the days not 
authorized in the scriptures pay least regard to the observances ordained by God. The 
churches that observe Easter, and other days ordained by men, pay the least regard to the 
scriptural observance of the first day of the week." 

"The zeal for these was an indication of waning faith and interest in the law of Christ, and 
filled Paul with fear lest the labor he had bestowed on them had failed to bear fruit. Fondness 
for observing these days was regarded as indicative of indifference to Christ." 

". . .When a church has a special Easter service or any such service, it imposes its service 
on every member of the congregation. This Paul clearly condemns. Sometimes things 
harmless in themselves become harmful from the use made of them. . Then a service that 
may be right under some circumstances, when done as a religious service because taught 
by man, becomes sin. The Christians ought to be careful to do all they do, in the name of the 
Lord, and only what he commands. When men start out to do those things not required by the 
scriptures, where will it end? One step leads to another, till the service of God is lost in the 
multiplicity of human observances!" (David Lipscomb & J.W. Shepherd, Commentary on 



Galatians, p.245)  
Certainly lessons can be taught from God's word concerning mothers, fathers, and the 

respect we are to have toward civil authorities. However, the Lord's day worship must never 
be redirected away from God - To do so is sinful! Many try to justify "special days" by asking 
"What's wrong with it?" Actually, this is the wrong question! The question should be what is 
right, according to the Scriptures? 
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