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 The following question was recently asked of perspective candidates for the eldership in 
another state. "If one is scripturally baptized, worships with the instrument and dies, will they 
be lost?" The reply by at least one or perhaps all was, "We will leave that for God to judge." 
However, they then stated that instrumental music was a fellowship issue. Well, if 
instrumental music is a fellowship issue, and it is, then those who worship with the instrument 
and die will be eternally lost! Furthermore, to say we will leave that for God to judge, whether 
intended or not, is a sly way of stating, Instrumental music in Christian worship is not a 
fellowship issue! 

What many fail to understand is that God has already judged on this matter in His word! 
Those who pervert God's word are accursed of God, and will be eternally lost (Gal. 1:6-9; 
Rev.22:18-19)! 

Yes, only Christ can pronounce eternal judgment (Matt.25:31-46; Rom.2:16; 
Rom.14:12; 2 Cor.5:10). Many think they are putting themselves in the seat of Christ as 
judge to state that those who worship with the instrument will be lost. 

If one cannot make a judgment from God's word on instrumental music in worship then 
what about other matters? For one to give an answer from God's word is not passing 
personal judgment, but simply declaring what God has already revealed in His word (2 
Tim.3:16-17; IPet.4:11)! It is truly amazing that these brethren want people to accept their 
judgment, but refuse to accept God's judgment revealed in His Word! 

Many try to hide behind Matt.7:1 "Judge not, that ye be not judged," in an attempt to 
avoid making any kind of judgment. However, the kind of judging that is forbidden by our 
Lord is hypocritical, unfair and harsh judging. 

Bear in mind, Jesus not only said, "judge not" (Mat.7:21) He also said to "judge righteous 
judgment" (John 7:24). Such judging is based on what is revealed in God's word. Observe, 
please, the following scriptures: 

"Now we command you, brethren, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye withdraw 
yourselves from every brother that walketh disorderly, and not after the tradition which he 
received of us" (2 Thess. 3:6). 

"Beware of false prophets, which come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly they are 
ravening wolves" (Matt.7:15). 

"Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye which are spiritual, restore such an one in 
the spirit of meekness; considering thyself, lest thou also be tempted" (Gal.6:1). 

"Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of God: because 
many false prophets are gone out into the world" (I John 4:1). 

Question - How can one follow these divine orders without making some kind of judgment? 
And that judgment is based on what is revealed in God's word! 

As to the subject of worship, God must be worshiped "in spirit and in truth" (John 4:24). 
He will NOT accept "vain worship" (Matt. 15:8-9), "ignorance" (Acts 17:30-31) or "will worship" 
(Col. 2:20-23)! Only that which is authorized in the New Testament will God accept, "And 
whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God 



and the Father by him"(Col.3:17). 
Friends, there are only three ways the Scriptures authorize: 1) Direct command (Acts 

10:48), 2) Approved Bible Example (Acts 20:7) and 3) Necessary inference or implication 
(Matt.3:16). Since there is NO command, example or implication of instrumental music in 
Christian worship, its use is without heaven's approval and is sinful! For one to introduce that 
which is without biblical authorization is sinful and to go beyond the teaching of our Lord (2 
John 9; Rev.22:18-19)! 

God is NOT going to change His mind at judgment and accept into heaven those who have 
worshiped Him with the instrument! If one will not accept the Word in life then God will not 
accept them into heaven (Matt.7:21-23; John 12:48)! 
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