
IT MAY BE EASIER...BUT IT IS COSTLIER! 
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To read the Bible than to follow its teaching. To tell that I believe than to put my belief into 
practice. To say what I should do than to do it. 

To judge a person than to extend mercy. To speak of our methods rather than our 
motives. To speak of the sins of others than to speak of our own sins. To talk about heaven 
than to prepare to go there. 

Then, there are those who believe as long as the believer in Christ is immersed in water 
to fulfill righteousness or obey God, the Lord forgives them of their sins. That it is not 
necessary for them to know that baptism is for the remission of sins. According to this view, 
one can state, "I believe that God for Christ's sake has pardoned my sins," and although this 
statement is unscriptural, that does not keep God from granting remission of sins. Isn't that 
amazing? 

According to Acts 2:38, baptism, is "for the remission of sins." Yet, some are saying you 
don't have to understand that to become a child of God. If this is correct, and someone were 
to ask, "Must I be baptized to have my sins washed away?" just tell them it doesn't matter if 
you understand baptism's purpose, just go ahead and obey God! If not, why not? 

The crux of the matter is, if one need not understand that his sins are forgiven in baptism, 
then why preach it at all? Amazingly, many will declare they believe baptism is for the 
remission of sins and so teach, but affirm that people being immersed don't have to 
understand that to become a Christian! As brother Owen Olbricht so well stated: "For one to 
be baptized, believing salvation has already occurred, nullifies every biblical purpose for 
baptism" (Baptism New Birth or Empty Ritual?, p. 165). 

The process of conversion involves teaching, and receiving that teaching (Mark 16:15-16). 
Every convert in the early church heard the word of God (Rom. 10:17), believed in Christ 
(John 8:24), repented of sins (Acts 2:38), confessed Christ (Matt. 10:32) and was immersed 
"for the remission of sins" (Acts 2:38). That identical plan of salvation is to be faithfully 
preached to every lost soul. To alter that divine plan is to pervert God's word, and cause one 
to lose their soul, as well as those who obey their perverted message (Gal. 1:6-9; 
Rev.22:18-19)! 
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