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 It is rather common place to hear proponents of error declare: "It is doctrine that divides." 
If one is having reference to the doctrines of men, then that is absolutely correct. Bear in 
mind, that the word doctrine and teaching are one and the same. Therefore, it is NOT what 
the Bible teaches that divides the religious world, but the doctrines or teachings of men! That 
God's doctrine is important can easily be verified by the following passages of Scripture: "I 
charge thee therefore before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall judge the quick and 
the dead at his appearing and his kingdom; Preach the word; be instant in season, out of 
season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine" (2 Tim.4:1-2). [Again, 
Paul wrote,] "But speak thou the things which become sound doctrine" (Titus 2:'1). To the 
young evangelist Timothy, Paul wrote, "Take heed unto thyself, and unto the doctrine; 
continue in them: for in doing this thou shalt both save thyself, and them that hear thee" (I 
Tim.4:16). 

In addition to these passages, please observe what takes place if one does not abide in 
the doctrine of Christ. "Whosoever transgresseth, and abideth not in the doctrine of Christ, 
hath not God. He that abideth in the doctrine of Christ, he hath both the Father and the Son . 
If there come any unto you, and bring not this doctrine, receive him not into your house, 
neither bid him God speed: For he that bideth him God speed is partaker of his evil deeds" (2 
John 9-11). Furthermore, God's curse is upon any and all who "would pervert the gospel of 
Christ" (Gal. 1:7-9)! Note also Rev.22:18-19. 

Again, we emphasize that the Bible unites, whereas the doctrines of men divide! One 
cannot find the doctrines of men in the word of God. Peter declared, "If any man speak, let 
him speak as the oracles of God. . ."(I Pet.4:11). That one must have biblical authority for 
any practice is so stated by Paul, "And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the name 
of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God and the Father by him" (Col.3:17). Where, then, in 
the word of God can one find: 

*That instrumental music in New Testament worship is acceptable to God? 
*Christ will return to the earth, set up an earthly kingdom, and reign a thousand 

years? 
*Sprinkling is New Testament baptism? 

*One is saved by "faith only"? 
*Church membership is non-essential? 

*Human names and creeds are acceptable to God? 
*Denominationalism is acceptable to God? 
*Peter is the head of the church? 
*To partake of the Lord's Supper quarterly, annually or Saturday night? 
*Women preachers? 
*The Holy Spirit works separate and apart from the word of God in conviction and 

conversion? 
*Miraculous manifestations of the Holy Spirit are still in effect? 



Friends, the reason one cannot find these doctrines in the Bible is because they are 
man-made doctrines! When one follows the doctrines of men, there is always division! That all 
men can be united religiously can be clearly seen by the prayer of our Lord in John 17:20-21, 
and the plea of Paul (I Cor. 1:10). It is the fervent plea of faithful churches of Christ that all 
men will lay aside their creeds, manuals, disciplines, catechisms, and be content to follow 
only the Bible, to be a Christian, a member of the church that  you read about in the Bible - 
the church of Christ (Rom. 16:16). 
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