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 Many years ago, a friend, who was not a member of the Lord's church, asked me a direct 
question. Trying to be very diplomatic, I answered him. After leaving, I thought about my 
answer and regretted not giving a kind but more direct answer. Since that time, he received 
the church bulletin which contained many articles pertaining to the very subject we had 
discussed. I had already promised myself that if the opportunity every presented itself I would 
talk to him about his soul. Since I was to attend the Spiritual Sword lectureship, and would be 
within twenty or twenty-five miles from his home, I made the opportunity and stopped by for a 
visit. During that visit I reminded him of that direct question he had asked many years before. 
He remembered the question. I then told him in a kind yet very direct fashion the answer. 
Then I brought up the subject of baptism and told him I would be happy to immerse him for the 
remission of his sins. He than stated he had been sprinkled as a child and said, "I guess that's 
ok."   Immediately, I told him it was NOT, to which he did not say a word. 

Would the man have been more receptive to truth at our first discussion? I don't know. I do 
know he had more than enough opportunity to learn and obey the gospel, having received 
hundreds of articles through the years. Be that as it may, I made myself a promise, I would 
no longer try to be so tactful that I fail to present the truth in a kind, yet very straight forward 
manner. 

The more I think about the man's answer (I guess that's ok?", the more I am convinced, 
this is the prevailing attitude throughout the religious world. When someone says, "I guess 
it's ok" reveals they aren't absolutely certain that it is all right. In addition to this, they are 
inferring, if one is not certain God will accept them because of their sincerity. Their answer 
also reveals a lack of diligent study of God's word (2 Tim.2:15). Friends, one does not have 
to be doubtful about their soul salvation. They can know the truth which Jesus said would 
make them free (John 8:32). Beyond any doubt, one can know with certainty: 

1. The Bible is the inspired word of God (2 Tim.3:167-17). 
2. Jesus Christ is the Messiah (John 8:24). 
3. The church of Christ is the church Christ established on the day of Pentecost  

(Acts 2). 
4. The five steps process of faith in Christ (John 8:24), repentance (Luke 13:3), 

confession (Matt. 10:32) and baptism "for the remission of sins" (Acts 2:38) is the ONLY 
process of becoming a child of God. 

5. New Testament worship consist ONLY of preaching (Acts 2), vocal music 
(Eph.5:19), prayers (Rom.12:12), observance of the Lord's Supper (Acts 20:7; I Cor.11:23-
30) and giving on the first day of the week (I Cor. 16:1-2). Note also Acts 2:42. 

Many other subjects could be cited, but the point is Christianity is a system of facts not 
doubts. With certainty Paul wrote,". . .I know whom I have believed, and am persuaded that 
he is able to keep that which I have committed unto him against that day"(2Tim.1:12). 

One of the major reasons we are seeing so much liberalism in the Lord's church today can 
be traced to a lack of conviction and conversion to Christ and His church - the church of Christ! 
Friends, if a doctrine is not authorized by the word of God (Col.3:17) it should and MUST be 
immediately rejected! 



- - -Ivie Powell Rowlett, Texas 
 

 

 
         
 

  
 


