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 One of the major reasons the church was strong, and growing fifty plus years ago, can be 
traced to its emphasis of restoring the New Testament church. During that period of time 
brethren were thoroughly indoctrinated. The pulpit and the class room worked hand-in-hand 
studying: 

* What Is the Church? 
* The Church In Prophecy, Preparation and Its Establishment 
* Is the Church A Denomination? 
* Membership In Christ's Church 
* Identifying The True Church 
* Entrance Into Christ's Church 
* Organization of The Church 
* Worship of The Church 
* Why Does The Church Exist? 
* Unity of The Church 
* The Church and Sound Doctrine 
* Keeping the Church Pure 
* The Restoration Plea 

Many today (especially our young people) are totally ignorant of the Restoration of New 
Testament Christianity. Many congregations have completely abandoned the Restoration of 
New Testament Christianity. This can be directly traced to an abandonment of fundamentals 
of the faith! 

We must always remember that apostasy can occur by one generation not being 
thoroughly taught the truth! Also recall that whereas the first century church was 
characterized by unity of doctrine, organization of worship and work, the fifth century church 
was characterized by doctrinal corruption. By the year 325 A.D. the first creed was adopted, 
known as the Nicene Creed.   As foretold by Paul (Acts 20:28-31; 2 Thess.2:1-5) "a falling 
away" would occur. The date of 606 A.D. marks the beginning of what is known as the 
Roman Catholic church. 

Following this period there was a millennium of darkness known as the Dark Ages. This 
was a period in which the church of Christ was lost to the eyes of the recording historians of 
the world. In 1517 Martin Luther, a young Catholic Monk nailed ninety-five theses or debate 
propositions to the castle door at Wittenberg protesting against the many innovations of the 
Catholic Church. This was the beginning of the Protestant Reformation Movement. 

Other men such as Thomas and Alexander Campbell, Jacob Creath, Jr., Barton W. 
Stone, Racoon John Smith, and many others, took an altogether different approach. Instead 
of reforming the Catholic church, they completely renounced all human creeds, human 
innovations, and went back to the Bible. Thomas Campbell's famous statement became 
their motto: "Where the Bible speaks; we speak; where the Bible is silent, we are silent."   
thus started the Restoration Movement. A movement designed to go back to the Bible, and 
completely restore the New Testament church in doctrine, organization and practice. Today, 



one can be a member of the same church that Peter, Paul and other early Christians were if 
they are willing to do exactly what they did - believe in Christ (John 8:24), repent of sins 
(Lk.13:3), confess Christ (Mat.10:32) and be immersed "for the remission of sin" (Acts 2:38). 
Having done that, the Lord will add them to the church wherein are the saved (Acts 2:47), that 
being the church of Christ. 

 
 

 
         
 

  
 


