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 To the Romans, Paul wrote, "Brethren, my heart's desire and prayer to God for Israel 
is, that they might be saved" (Rom. 10:1). Brethren, what is YOUR heart's desire and 
prayer to God for the church in Rowlett? And more importantly, what are YOU willing to do 
to fulfill that desire? 

Twenty-seven days ago, (January 1) many made resolutions for 2008. Exercise and 
losing weight are usually at the top of the list. Before long the thrill and excitement of actually 
keeping the commitment turns into hard work. Instead of exercising six days a week, it's now 
four, then three days, until none. The same old song "I am going to get started next week" is 
soon replaced with "I don't have the time." The difference in success and failure is 
determined by many factors, but no doubt one's heart's desire is at the very top! 

This principle (the desire of one's heart) is the major reason why there are so few 
laborers in the Lord's work! Jesus said, "The harvest is plenteous, but the labourers are 
few; Pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he will send forth labourers into his 
harvest" (Matt.9:37-38). Take note also of John 4:35, "Say not ye, there are yet four 
months, and then cometh harvest? Behold, I say unto you, Lift up your eyes, and look on 
the fields; for they are white already to harvest." As we look at what needs to be 
accomplished for the Lord, it is truly overwhelming. How can we accomplish the task before 
us? From the aforementioned scriptures (Matthew 9:37-38) we are given the following 
formula that being: Pray and Go! While many are willing to pray, few there seems who are 
willing to work. Yes, we too are to pray for additional workers as we go forth sowing the seed 
of the kingdom. As J. W. McGarvey wrote: 

"It is in vain that we pray God to send laborers unless we go ourselves, or co-operate in 

finding and sending those whom God makes willing to go" (Commentary on Acts, p.88). 

When one's heart is in the work of the Lord they will: 

Give as they have been prospered (I Cor. 16:1-2).  

Attend every assembly they can (Heb. 10:25).  

Exhort others as did Barnabas (Acts 4:36).  

Contend for the faith (Jude 3). Use their talent and or talents (Matt.25:14-30).  

Study God's Word daily (2 Tim.2:15). 
Pray daily (I Thess.5:17). 

Yes, other things could be listed, but the point is when one's heart is in the Lord's work 
they will work and pray. Now, back to the two opening questions: What is YOUR heart's 
desire for the church in Rowlett? And more importantly, what are YOU wiling to do to fulfill 
that desire? - -Ivie Powell Rowlett, Texas 


