
THE ROAD TO APOSTASY 
 

Ivie Powell 

 

 For well over thirty years, the brotherhood has gone down the road of copying the 
denominations, in an effort to "grow." Solomon asked: "Can a man take fire in his bosom, and 
his clothes not be burned" (Prov.6:27)? The same is true regarding denominational doctrine! 
Solomon also wrote: "For as he thinketh in his heart, so is he. . ."(Prov.23:7). It should 
come as no surprise, when those who drank deeply at the fountain of the denominational 
world to fully embrace their mind set!   A brief look at the past thirty years unfolds the road to 
apostasy! 

*Brethren became addicted to "growth" at the expense of truth! Doctrinal issues were set 
aside in order to "convert" the lost. 

*The "Joy Bus" explosion created "instant growth," and doctrinal error throughout the 
brotherhood. One such error is the widely accepted "Children's Church" or "Children's Bible 
Hour" when the church is assembled. 

*During this time reports were widely circulated of loosing our youth. In an effort to off set 
this trend the "Youth Minister" became in vogue. This one innovation has been one of, if not, 
the contributing cause of liberalism inroads in the church! 

*So-called "Soul-Winning" workshops were set up across the country. Soon these 
became platforms for false teachers. 

*Upon learning of the phenomenal "growth" of the Willow Creek Community Church 
denomination, brethren began attending their seminars. 

*To minister to the "whole man," Family Life Centers (gymnasiums) were built. 
Recreation, entertainment, and social functions quickly became the focal point. 

*Christ's law of marriage, divorce and remarriage (Matt. 19:9) was set aside by 
"progressive" (more like digressive) brethren. 

*The infamous Joplin Meeting opened the door for fellowshipping the Christian Church. 
Instrumental Music, the Missionary Society and other doctrinal errors were simply ignored. 

All of these, and there are many others which could be mentioned, have one common 
denominator - the complete abandonment of Biblical authority! Brethren, the inspired text 
still declares, "And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, 
giving thanks to God and the Father by him" (Col.3:16). 

Ignorance of God's word among His people is very prevalent. The cry of "what is wrong" 
instead of "where is the Bible authority" well illustrates this point! As God's people were 
destroyed for a lack of knowledge (Hosea 4:6) so is the church today! Far too many read 
books about the Bible, and do not diligently study the Bible (2 Tim.2:15). If brethren followed 
the Bereans (Acts 17:11) doctrinal error would not be accepted in the church today! 

A real eye opener is a comparison of the church today with the early church. The Lord's 



church, from its very beginning (Acts 2) was very distinctive. Six major areas that 
characterized its distinctiveness were: 

* Distinctive Preaching (2 Tim. 4:1-2)! 

*Distinctive Worship (John 4:24)! 

*Distinctive Organization (Eph.1:22-23; I Tim.3)! 

*Distinctive Mission (Mark 16:15-16)! 

*Distinctive Living (Rom.12:1-2; Col.3:1-15)! 

*Distinctive Fellowship (2 John 9-11)! 

Far too many have completely abandoned these six distinctive characteristics! If it were not 
for the sign out front designating the group as the church of Christ, one would be hard 
pressed to tell the difference in them and a denomination! To Christ and His one church - the 
church of Christ - may we ever be true! 
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